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STATESIDE

NOTE: The ocoasional guotation marks ueed in this narrative should
nobk be construed to indlcate actual direct quotaticns by the spea-
kers. There 15 no way, of course, that I couild possibly guake verbatlim
after H0+4 yepars. The mMarks are uwsed to indicate oaly the essence of
what the speakers' said &8s I recall 1t and are used bo ephance the
smocthness oF the narrative and give a touch of reallsmn,

At the time of the attack on Pearl Barbor By the Japanese, 7
December 194l I was cmployed by bthe American Flyers at El Scegupdo
(near Los Rnogeles), Callfornia. Amcrlcan Flyers was & flying school
¥here lessons woeke given on Fleet plapes, 8 sinogle enging, bwo-place,
tandem type, biplane. These planeg were not selfstarting; therefore,
8 person was reguired to yank down ao the props ta get them golipg.
That was my Jjob thero; and far these efforts, I was, 1o additlop to oa
hominal salary, given one-heour's €flyving time a weex. I wag rhere faor
eeveral months and had feceived sufficient training to begin preparing
to eatn my prlvete license. Actually, by this tioe I had ezrned morce
than encugh hours For my private llcensce, but some bime keforc. on my
final approach to gualify for it, ] bounced the plane. then bounced
it again and then again. By the time the plane had been stapped--she,
a Woman pilot, had alrvady taken over the controle and taught me o
vhole pew vorabulacy--I Khew I bad failed my test; but she still
didn't heslitate to tell me that anyway., A couple of times io Ffact.

Whenp I argived at the airport on 7 December to continue my dubics
ang training (I wag again to be tested for my private license Ehe com-
ing Friday)l., I was zhocked to see Lhe alrfield covered with antiair-
craft guns. It wae only then, when I went to my stakion and gqueried
my COworkers, that I lcarnod of the bombing of Prarl Harbor. A fow
dayzs later I departed Californla and returncd to my home near Sher-
tard, MWest virginia., & small farming community ©n the hills bstween
¥heellittly and Moundswille. Shortly after the holidays, 8 January, I
enlisted in the Army Alr Corps and wus sent to Fort Hayes. dhlo and
from there to the Qrlando Aip Oase at Florida.



I was not there long hefore I became discontented. Since I had
some flight traiming, 1 naiwvely thought [ could gqualley for Elying
achool. Later, I was even willing to aceept ab asslgnment as at Ieast
g2 gunpner oF even tg some other active role; but it soon became evident
te me, because of my lack of educstlon and because of oveér-recruitment
by the air corp, that I wouid never be placed in a position bhat would
Lring me the gxcitement and adventure I desired at the time. OCcae-
icnally. I would e assigned mgnial tasks; mostly, I would eat, iounge
about the bkase, go to Orlapdo: rckurn to £he base, rat, watch o movie.
ge Eo bed, wake up in the morning and de the sSamoe thing over again. I
was =zure the war would be owver before I saw any actien at all. one
day. however, while idling arcungd the parracke, T heard that there was
a notlce on the bulletin boeard asking for velunteers to the para-
troopers. 1'd pever bgard ©F Acrmy "Paratcoopere® before, but T knew
immediately that was the pilace for me. 5o, without further ade. I
slgnad up.

I errived at Fet. Benoihy in the bhot surmer of '42 for jump schogpl
amidet rumors of how tough 1t wa=s to get chrough the course and
teceive those covobed Jump wilings. Stories such as that actually
gerved to spur most of us.  AFkcr all, who would not wish to become a
member of auch a sglect. elite unit? And, the rumors of the rugged
jump acheol training were not exaggerated. Though ralsed on a farm
where I was accustomed to hard work. the sovere exerclses and barcsh
training pushed on ue by the muscle-bound physical education instruc-
tors were nct wvasy to cndurc. Farm work, after all, does noct bulld
muscles to perform push-ups., pull-ups, Sguat- jutpers, docble-timing
vte. which ebhe military concentraecd on.  After the day's ordeals and
chow many of ws rushed ko the PX for a quart or more of lce cream to
replaco the bodily fuel. Nover a worry about high cholesteral ak that

time.

Five gualifying jumps were reguired to earn Lthe coveted wings;
#and in addition Lo the rigorvwes physical training NecesSSaTy. WE Were
also requlred to epend much time ip pre-jump training. 7Thia included
learning PLF's (parachute landing falls) which taught the propetr way



to lawd., Thie tedlous tralnlng began first by practicing on the
ground then jumping frem a three or four foot platform. AFber that we
were taken to £50 Foot towers where we were pulled., hanging below a
parachute, to the top and then [eleased; purpose wasd LD gimulate the
fallipng and drifting of the parachute after jumplng and to give a more
realistle practice of the PLE- PLF's were stressed 89 highly because
without perfoeming the proper landing. pones could ke beoken. Indeed,
despite such intengive training on that one thing, bones were aften
kroken and other injuries suffersd. The chutes we used at the time
were much diffgrent and legg =afe than those used later by the Army
and thoae that are used by sky-divers.

Then, on o the worst beast of all--the ogre that vaghed out meore
would-e perachutlists than any one of the other monsters to which we
wvere exposed: The 24 foot tower. Thi=s was2 a2 shed in which the Floor
was ratsed to 34 fept above the ground apd the inside bullt as closely
as feasible to khe inside of a C-47, the plaoe we'd he jJumping out
of. Im it was a gtecl cable running end to eond, and attached to it
wag 4 gtatic line twelwve feet lgng, comparable to bthe ong attached to
the apex of our chutes. The purpose cof thig unlt waa teo traim va in
the proper eXlting procedures: that we keep our heads down anc cuk
bodies upright. What made thia tralning aid =g intimidating., I guess,
is Ehat it was 50 close abd vet 50 far from the ground. They may have
arrived at the figure of "3Jd Feet™ after a lobg perlod of research
Showed it to be the optimum helght to insplre the greatest fear. dr
the height may have been simply an atrbitrary 4declsion. At any rakte,
mo2tk agreed that it was much harder te jump from that than from a

plane at 1500 to 2000 feet abkove the ground.

MNaw, to the gualifying jumps. Throuwghout our training gessiaons,
we wvere advised time after time after time agaln to keep pur heade
down when ievaving the plane or “connecteor links' would hit the back of
the nead, and that would sting- Well on my First Jump, the flrst
thimg I felt as the chute opensed was a blow to the back of the head
with @ force that, 1 chink: cauveed me to black-out for & couple of
seconds or so. After I goeo to the groupd: I Felt the back of my head;



and sure enough there wero twe large "goose eggs”, ope behind each
edr just as the instructors watrned would happen if we didn't keep our
heads Jdown. Needless to zay, 1 waE never again kit by connector links.
Although the btwmps have subslded some In eize, I stlll bhave them. I
suppose they could s5till serve a5 a reminder to keep my head down if I
ever weht to Jumping again.

On ancther &fF my qualifying jumps, the third or fourth. I belleve,
as enon as my chute opened I 5potted another one right below me. A5
per instructicons, I began to 51ip b0 evade it, but the man bglow was
elipping in the same directien. T then started slippieg in the oppo-
gite divections but by that time., I was walking ot hie chute. Xow,
when chutiets cellide like that, the chute on top loees alr and col-
lapses; and that iz what happened to mine, or mavybe it bad oply part-
lally collapsed slvce I was 80 ¢closc bo the ground by this time. At
any rate, I hit bthe ground heyd. I saw obthers gathering agound, and
to my mind. they were going Iin cirgles. [ was really aout of jE for a
while. (1 had nearly forgobben about this ipcidepnt, aod certainly had
forgotten the name of the man beneath me, then at our first regimentcal
reunion ip 19BE Charlie Wilagn remigded me 0f it, again. I asay "agaic"
because this cocurred during our gualifying jumps. After we gquall-
fled, we were both Sent to the same permanent organization, and ke
itmediately reminded me of it. He said when I hit the ground. be
thought I bad been Xilled. bBut other thao glazed, crossed cyes, |
sgemed bo be O.EK.

Scme pegple may wonder why any agldier, anvope it fact., wowld
tolerute this absurd abuse- -the punishiog cxerelses, the conskant
hazards, thoe harangues and harasements- -when there were eagier waye to
fulfill military obligations. Well, for cne thing there was the eXtra
pay. When I first ehtered the service, my bBase pay was $322.50 por
montlh., Jump pay., of hazardous duty pay as it was offlcially called,
for enlisted men was 3520.00 a month. So a private at that time going
airborne would receive extra pay bthat wouid be more than dowvble that
of his basc pay. Fut, unbelievakly, tho extra pay was not the main
reagon, or oven a factor, that many wvolunteered for that Kind of duoty.
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EX

TruelyY, when 1 signed up to transfer From the easy life I was living
in the air corp. 1 had pever even heard of extra pay for anything. In
many cazes the primary metlvatien for entering thie type of servlce 1S
eieply the deglre for thrills and excitement that comes performlng
dangerous actlvities, and In some rcases, perhaps bo prove oneself.
Loopk at it thils way, today there are numerous men and women who pay
big money for the opportunity to enjoy the thrills and excitement of

jumpibng out of "perfectly geod alrplanes." And there we were getting
paid for it.

After Finishing jump scheol, I was =zent to a holdiog area for a
shogrt time thep t¢ & place known as the "Erylng-pan™ area, 50 Ccalled
because from the air it looked llke gope, Here I would he agsigned to
my Fitst permanent unit since enliatimg in the army, the B05th Para-
chute Feglmental Combat Team which had received its ¢olors in late
September, "JZ. We learned that the rcegimental commander would be
Lr. Col. (ehertly Colonel) Jawmes Saven reputedly the youngest eolo-
nel in the army. Trainlng was gxertbtlve and seemlingly perpetual. Long
runs, long hikez, loog hours. There were tlmes during the toughast

moments when T wished I were back a2t the Orlando alr Hase idling my
time avay.

The most memorable event at the time, though a troubling one,
took place while vwe were at the flring raomge. At a distence to our
rear, a4 jump exercise wag tzking place.  Awid exelted shoues, I looked
up to My rear to See a man free-falling to the ground. T later
learned that the victim was a Canadlan Major who, after leaving the
plane, was hit by the followlng plate which was flying ilower than the
prescribed altitude, and ite wing hit the suepension lines of the
jumper and ripped him from his hacneas. [ later witnessed a couple of
Etreamers and "Mae Wests*: but it was thie one ewvent that stuck most
indelibly in my miod, probably because it was the first time I had

EVEF Seen 3 man killed.

On 1 Qoctober 1942, we were moved from the fryiog-pah aroa to the
Alabama Area of Ft Benning where the hectic pace continved as fier-



cely a3 ever; and this, at leagt vnce. got me Into & little trouble.
gn mogt days we were regulired to risme early., rush threough our breakx-—
faet, retutrn to our tar-paper guarters, preparce our appropriate gear
For the 4day and then fall inpco formation and march off to maheuvers,
all in an extremely short time. Well, on one partigutar morning, I
had trouble preparcling my gear ino the preecribed manner; and while all
the othor men woere in formation ready to march, I was still struggling
vith my gear. A5 I Finished and turned to join the troops: I was
shocked to see stamding ocutaide the doowr at the bottom of the steps the
battalion adjutant, Capt. Kraues, glowering. A staccato of questions
and butt-chewing fcollowed. The worriscme part of it for me was that
che raptain had a reputation of manhandling theose who defled rules.

Now I need to digrese and make a confession: During the early
phases of our kralmning I wae, I'm Sure, looked upon by those around me
g being & ritiles "slew."™ But I have an excuse, ope which, of couree,
1 knew better thanm ro vge atb that time. Coneider: I wag initlally
gent to the Air Corp which gave only the minimal basic trainlng and
oo Infantry basics at 211, then I was sent directly to the alrborhe
ipfanlry after jump school whereas all bhe others, except For Lhe {ev
dir-corp-men who trangferred with me, had received the reguizite
infantry traioing. I knew left-£flank from righbt—-£flank, but not much
else, PBeing on the Ffarm, I could fire weapgns, but even the way I did
that wae different frow the way the army taught us to 4o 1t. I do,
however, helieve I Jdeserve. ... wWell, let's say a4 little bit of congrat-
ulations anyway, although no oaoe ever gave me any, for sticklag with
Lhiz rough, urfarglving <rganization amid shide reparks abouwt those
"air-gorp-men who woere sent to us." OF the 15 or g0 who arrived with
me, only a couple, i1f indeed anoy, did remain. The otherg were trans-—
ferred, veluntarily or involuntarily. ko cokher duties.

How back to the bowling captain who loved 0 pound privaktes., So
now, the dilemma: I bad to pass that officer to reach my platoon; and
with his reputation in oy mind, T Know I would not--could not--allew
nim ko strike or puah me around without defending myeelf. Yat, I kKnew
dolng that, even in self-defenge, rould get me 1n klg trouble. Recog-



nizing there vwas nebtbing olse I could do, I walked Jown the steps.
threg or four of vhem: saying to myself, "don't Loeuzh me, ] just hope
he doesntt fouch me. ™ I reached Lhe last step and then the ground; he
backed off and J wenk by him. Ae T made a degh Loward my platoocn, now
on the march, 1 heard the Lhrestening words from my rear, “"JE I evey
cetch you in there again, '1] kKick yowur ags @)l the way Ko, ..."
¥We:11, Capt. Hrau=ss never got Lhe gppprtunity to kick my ass all the
wdyY too.... From that time on I prepared my oear the night before.

and I made ir a point ko get back from breakfast in adeguate time sven

if I had to teoss away much-coveted morselz of focd.

Ot 7 February 19423 we Ieft the Rlabama Area and arrived at Forg
Aragg, NC on the 12th #here we became 3 part of the 82nd Alrbovne
Division. The A2nd was First activated duripng WW T 25 an Infantry
Division. At that kime it was given the title "The Rll American
Dvislon™ becuuse virtually every ethnic group in the cowvntey vas
represetted io k6. The rost famous Individuwal ever to serve In the
unil wag toc be Zgt. ALlvVin York., who would become among Lhe most renown

uver to be awarded the Cangresszianal Medal of Honor.

AL Ehis time, bowever, the most famous persondge in the now 82nd
"hirborne" Infankry CDlvislon was Major Coneral Matthew B, Eldgeway.
the capmander of Lhe division. Gen. Eidgeway was o have a distin-
guished career wilh Lhe division through Kormandy, after which he waa
promotes to commander of Lhe l1Ath Aichorne Dorp. He later commanded
the 8the Army in Heoreza and in 1951 replaced Gen. Bouglas Machrtbhur as
supreme commarder there. In 1952 he succeeded Gen. Elsetnower as the
suproeme allied commaoder ln Europe. HBe died in 1993 at 98 years of

RGO

At Bragg both the officers and the enlisted men coptleruaed thelr
tralning as previvusly gainpiog profloioncy 1ln all facebs of military
warfare. The "all work and oo play.-.." adage was apparently upder-—
stood by our copmanders as leaves and furloughs were guite liberal
considering the circumstancea. Perhaps too liberal for many of bhe

townspeople of Fayetteville and surrounding cities. As with most aray



towns, women were not always freely available, 50 the next kest way
the trogpera cowold entertaln themselves wags by fighting angd tearing up
saloocns, dapce-halls, hare. and other places of entertaloment.

There were alge times when sche of the most serious and conscien-—
iona perigde of btrainlng would b6 lnterspersed with Irivolity and
humor ., both designed and inadvertent. The most memnprable Lo me Look
place during & ¢lass on the intreducticon of hapd-grenade=s. 0On khis
particular day, we were marched tc an open field where Lt. Vandervoort
was standing on a platform above us. VYandervoort wag opoce in I Co.
but was now Serving in some capacliy at Pattallon Headguarters. He
began the lecture about the mechanics of hand-grenades awnd then drif-

ted into theilr proper use. He had always Iimpressed me az belng a little

spastic, and thig was ng more in evidence than now as he carsicssly
bounced the grenade from cne hand to the other. "“"Now, 1o order ko arm

the grenade you must first pull this pin,” he began. After you pull the

pin: bowever. it stlll will not go off as long as you hold this lever
dowpn." He pointed to the lever. "Just hold it down after you pull the
pin.” "So., you see. 1f you pull the pin then reqalize for some reason
or another that you don't need to throw the grenade. then you can rein-
gert it, like thig." Then he pulled the pin! Thir crazy. spastlc ass
pulled the pin of a hand-grenade! He again clumzily gshifted 1t Eo the
anther hand, almost dropping ik, then reinserted the pin. wWwhat a
relief. The pln Is again back in the grenade, and we relax. Then,
unbeligvably. he started through the seguence again! "S0 you sSee

how it worke now? You can pull the pin and ag long as yow keep the
lever compressed, it won't go off." Then he pulled the pin and again
gtarted to transfer khe grenade to his other hand, but this tlme he
dropped it. The lever filew off, and Vanderveort yelled. [t became
apparent that all of us ig the gudience had become tense and were fear-
ful of thls vory thing happening #a we itmmediately took to our heels ino
a near state of panle only to see the grenade drop harmlessly te the
ground geveral yvarde ¢ cur front while we were still on the run. We
had keen duped. It had been only o4 dubmmy grenade, and Vandervoort had
played hia rcple wgll. HWe were called bacg te the stage where the
grinning lieutenant promptly informed uvue that the only proper way teo




react to a4 live grenade in one's midet., whether inadvertebntly dropped
By one of your own or thrown by the enemy, was to throw it as Pyvt.
"Rog" bhad just JdJone. Embarrassing For us?  Yes: bhut a2ll except Pvs
Goe had fallen for 1&. I still have Lhe suspicicon. hewever, that (he
private, who ceoiogidentally happened to be asgigned to battalion head-
gquartéry, was a4 "plant”--that he had been instrucked beforshand wWhat

Lo do and perforned accordingly.

Lt. VYandgegvoort became respected as one of our best combat com-
menders. Ee eerved agz a LTC in Normendy and logt ap eye io Lhe

Ardennes Campaign.

On 32 March 1943, the 305th distinguighed itgelf at Camden, E5C by
making the first regimental maes jump io the history of the U.3. Army.
This vas the culmimationo of many long and strenovcuz hours of training

and further prepared us for our ultimate destiny.



O¥VEREERE

Jugt a few weeks later we igft Fort Bragqg and arcived at Camp
Fdwarde, MA oo 21 Rpril 1944 then ente our port of embarkation at New
York City. 28 April. This rouvnd-about route that we covered, so ve
learned later, wag Laken to confuse the onemy on our date of embarkat-
ign. route, destination. eto.  lere we laaded on the 3.5. Monterrey.

2 one-time luxury wessel conyerted to & troop ship which would take us
to {{asablanca, Morocceg. Thowgh criginally conskructed for the wealthy
to crulise on the seas in luxwury, by the time it had been cunverted
into 4 troop ship 1t had beccoe o hidegus caricature of 1ts former
gelf. Four or flve decks of hunks 5o Cclosely packed that ope could
hardly roll over In hls without hitting the man 1o the bank abkove; and
the lanes bektween the hunks so ¢lese Oone could get through only by
poving sidevays. And with only salt-water, for the moat part, with
which to kathe, the accumulated odors in time would be sigoificant.
The one cohscliog pleasantry from the whole ordeal was that we were
naw free from the vbiguitous, onerous training uoder the Erocwnlng
glares of sorutinizing officers. But, even So, we were £till regqulred
Lo g0 on deck pericdically for callsthenies. Probably na one 15 any
tare coghimant than the army of how quickly one gets gut of shape when
leisure 1= prolonged.

We arrived ir Casaklapnce 10 May,., and I looked forward to vislt-
ing the city. But woe wore b0 be there opnly a couple days, and lcaves
wvere given ko only & melect few., I was not One of the select. Per-
haps ite just as well because. zgs ahallew as it may sound, what T most
roencmber about the place arc the odorsz and lks slovenly appearance
while there really was much more to be appreclated. The archlitecture
was truly wunusval and indeed unigue in instences as was the cultiure.

We departed Cazablanca 12 May by 40 and B's, a four-wheeled rail-
Way carriaye made to carry 40 men or 8 horses. OO chalrs or stools,
We =zat, ate, and slopt on the bare floor. Therc vas some lovse straw
sCattored about, a reminder that socme af the Preyious passenglrs Nay
have Lraveled a little more comfortakly than we at the time. This
mode of transportation wae made famous by carrylng American and other



allied Forcas around PFrance durlng wW 1. Aand americen and other
allied Ecrces of WW IT would continue this tradition when they later
arrived In France.

We arrived at Dujda., a smelly town near the hlgerian horder about
thirky mileg sguth of the Hediterranean, twgo days later, 14 May, and
verg immediately taken to Gur Bivouwac area. 0Our company waes aselgned
a parcticular area which was then Evrther broken down iptoe platoon and
squad ALEES. The individual soldier had onc-half of a pup=tent, so
we were paired and two men lived In thiz pup-tent. We wvere ingtructed
tp dig a trench afound the tent to kesp water gut of the Floor whem it
rained. Now, can you lmagine how much good a trench would 8o on

level ground when a borrential downpour came with accompanying wind,

and this occurred more than just a couple of times while we were thers.

The atea was inltially covered In wheat, but it was soon tranaformed
inte zand; =0, as ¥ou can lmagine., when it ralned, we becawme water-
logged: and when it wag dry, we became perteated with sand. This
experlence, along with many more daye, weeXs, atnd months of comparabile
torture--and an additional thirteen vears In the infantry after Lhe
war--may explaln why I have never again particularly cared b0 engage
in any manner of outdoor 1ife. My tent-mate wae ao over-30, worldly-
vigse congenlal maverick, PFfC. Eanlel Kuzminskl. He counseled me well
gn women, mobtorcycles, and pipe-=Emcking. ! waa very eaddened when I
learned that he had been killed at the Eulge.

Here we coptinued the iraining very much as hbefore--physical
exaercises; night problems, assdults, defenze and other such miljitary
exerclises and maneuvers. When we started put in this hot desert--ar,
I yuess motre precisely. seli-desert--in the morning, we had with
us ooly a canteen of valer., and Lhis was to last us theough our
whole day of exerfdion in the heat. "¥Water dlsclplimne", they called
it. Moat excruclatbting at times. OCecaslonally Ehey would briog to
us & listerbag full of water, well heated 1n the descet =un. But
this was rare. Egually painful to me was the skimpy amount of food we
were allowed while there. But thiz may have been ofF minor importance

Lo mopst considering that many contracted maltaria and yellow jaumndice

and I think atl gob dysepntary at some time or another. These sStressesy

1],



however, were somewhat relieved by the sufprisingly liheral pase
policy. I do nobt remember exactly how far Cujda was from our camp.
but T do khow that I got b go there a few times in our mohkth and a
hatf stay anhd managed to purchase a couple of cheap. but interesting,
gouvenlirs which I 8till have.

We left Cujda in early July, lst or 2nd, by plane thie time. For
Kairoun, a small place in Tunisia along the Moeditérraoean. Bbs we
approached our destination. I remembar comibg across one townfoity
that was surrounded by a high (l4-20'} concrete of stucce wall. We
were 3ternly ordered, along with am ominoue warning. Bever to enker
the place. That warnlng served to deepen the mystecy apd aurely rur-
ther arowvsed tepplialicn in mest, but as far az I know, oo ooe y¥ielded
to it. We arrived near Kalroun abuout Ehe day after we left Oujda and
here we got the first chance ln about & month to take a shower and to
swim in the sea, not neceasarily in that order: but they were both
mosk refreshing. .

Here we went into the final phases of our training, and on 8
July we wore glven the best meal we had i a 1ong time. Thet cvenlog,

following our "last supper™, we ware treated to an ice-cream dinner.

believe itk was made of canned mllk, but I also believe it wae the keask

I ever had. It wae eltbher shortly bhefore this or after that we were
herded to the fronmt of a large platform where Col. Gavin gave. what I
heard:, wWas & rousing speech. I, myself, was =50 far away that I hearxd
hardly anything he sald. But T certalnly didn't need to bhe "pumped
up* Eor the big day anyway. The speech was followed by briefings and
a close gtudy of a sand table. We were now prepared for the invaaion
pf Sicily.

ur mission was to Arop north ©f Gela, an anclenk city of &0, 000
ar e located on the soutbh-eastern part of the island. Dropplog the
alrporne trvope north of the ity was designed to drav bhe cnomy

Lroops from their defensjive poeitiona alony the coast, therehy reliev-

ing pressurce From the invading forcea coming by =ea from the scuth of
Gelg ard allowing them greater freedom of movement.

—
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5ICILY {Husky)

on the morning of 9 July, we wore awakened early. abo our broak-—
fast, and then began feveriehly packing our personal combat equipment
whtle, gpeemingly, at the same time packing cur heavier egulpment--
machine gquns, mortars., etc.--1ln separate bags which Were to be dropped
by heavier chutes and, in some gases, multbkiple chutes. These were
WEually thrown out by the airplane crew inh the seguence of the gbick
a5 directed by the jumpmaster. MHeavier cargQo vas often secured under
the plane and releaeed at the appropriate time.

That 2fterpocn we were carried by truck to the alrfield then
marched to our designated planes. OF course, we arrived early abd had
ta wait in the blazing sun for a considerable period of time. The
shade of the wings offered some comfort, bhut lgoaded as we were wikh
heavy egquipment. Lt didh't baKe long for sweat to build up. There was
litele said as we waited, each was ilmmersed in his own thoughts. There
was some dttempt by the officers and NCO's to boost morale by asklng
questions and injecting & little homer; ot Ear the most part. 1
think, we just preferred to be left alone.

while lving on my maitn chute on the tarmac with my arms acrogs
the rezegrve, feeling somewvhat, I imagine, like a pregnant woman and,
really, trying to eBleen, & couple of my seperiores, an NOO and an offi-
cer, bestirred me with a Lap on the shoulder. "Cot something for va,
Bowman." When I struggled tc my {eet. theay presented me with a box of
30 caliber machine gun ammo and proceeded £ strap it to my chest
abovre Lhe reserve chute., Just what I peeded. Some more weight. T
had never jumped with a box of ammo on my chesk pefore, atd I had ne
ldea how thie would affect the opening of the reserve 1f I nesded it.
And they didn 't elther. “Probably won't need it," they said with a
shrug. After instructing me how to remove the load upen landing, thery
poved on, Two or chree cther membhers of machine gqun Crews were gliven
this additlional load. Ae far as ! know, thils practice was never used
githeér before or wfter this time. #Hut I had @ EFeeiipg that this cone
time was golng to be an adventure for me.



Zhortly after, we were ordered to prepare to lead up. 356, we
moved away from the shade of the wing to the depr: and with the sun
gtill bearing down oo us, we walted...and walted. In the meanLime I
had hegun to get hungry, 50 T took outk one of my D-ratlons, a fort-
ified chocolatbke bar that was made su ag nob to melk. It would get
50ft, such as mine now was:. but it would never melt. I bhegan munching
slgwly on it in the recommended manter, then camhe the order to load
up. I hurriedly downed the remalnder of the half-melped har {big mis-
take] then climbed up the etepa, With come asslstance, and lnte the
rlang. There we =at as the plane wibrated back and forth in its char-
acterastic manner as the engines were revved to hoat them.hp. Final-
ly, the brakea were released, and wa were on our way.

Little wae eaid while io flight, rarely 15, really: but even
less wdas said now than usual. ha the Flight continuwed. the air hecame
more abd more turkbulent, the ride correspondingly rougher. and the
nausea of bhe troopers inereased. They began passing paper bags
arcound, and some tock advantage of them. That D-ration I had s0 hur-
riedly congumed was also beginning to bake its revenge on me. buat ]
had alwaye prided mye=1f on never becoming #lr slck; and refused any,
hoping T cowld last the flight ovut. Finally., the words, "Stand up...

k

Hogk up." came, and my nauveesd decreased considerably. After these
comMands were carried gut game. "ELanﬁ in the door." I. belng the
assistant machine gunner, wae eecond ot third Lehind the jump-magter
and couwld See ktracers Flying in the air. AfFter the passage cof a few
tepse minutes (much lownger thao vsual, so it eeemed), the red lignt
went out, the green wont on, and the conmand, "GoY, immediately fol-
lowed. When I teft the doo¥, my body was supposed to retalth the up-
right pozition; but hecauwse of the @Xtra lvad on my chest I began tip-
ping ower head-firet, a no-no for American parachutists. Ae the chute
opened,. the suspeneion lipes grabhed my 1left ankle; and when the
imgvitable spening shock gcame. 1 thought my koace had been pulled From
the sockcet. That was bad encugh. but the potentialily worse was yet to
come, ag I wae now golng down head First. I frantically worked to
untangle the lines from my foot and eventually managed teo do so and
apaume the proper landing position juet as I hit one of the S5icili-
anop's ublgultous stone walls. (] was later told thak ouf plane was at
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aply 300 to perhaps 480 feet elevation when we balled out. If khis
was 50, 1've wondered how I could possibly have done everything I did
in the zhort tipe I had after leaving the plaome). At aoy rate, after
hitting that wall T rolled over it and landed 1l a Zitch by the silde
0F a dizt road where machine gubh tracers were flylng by. I have oo
idea what they were Firing at, but apparently it was oot me since they
could eaglly bave scored a hlt had they seen me. After the passage of
g long period of bime strugglling with sy harness, I figally freed
myself of it: and then by hugging the low wall, reached its top and
raolled over to the pther =ide with the box of amme atill atkached to
my chest, Here, with greater leisure and less anwiety, I removed the
box; and now, ¥Wlth this spectacular baptizm or fire a3till in my mind,
f prepared ko Jjoin my unit.

That was easier heoped for than deone. I came agroge broopers. but
none that I knew. In time I came across egyeral men and a lisutenant,
and the officer told me to stick with them uptil I came acroEs oy
anit. 1t was recognlzed that both the chances of survival and effec-
tive miechief agalnst bhe epnemy vas much cetter in groups tham would
be possikle by the sollbary soldler., The Siclly juwmp was noted for
the trocpe being widely ccattered, bhut as I remember it, our company
formed rather guickly. At the beginning, a couple then eeveral of uwe
came together and foromed a nucleuw=s arpund which others formed or some;
like I, joined others until we came acrogs opr own men. We first
coalesced rather much as & Ccompahy then were broken down 1lnto oor
respectlve platoons and aguada-

The fact that the 82nd was o scattered and disorganlzed gives
the perception to many that the division could bave accomplistbied
little. Hut, as was learned later, outf heing scattered over much of
the island coupled by the initiative taken by individual groups in
sabotaging and killing in the rear echelon convinced the enemy that a
mech larger oumber of troops had landed thanm really did. The wnger-
talnty and Feadr bhus generated, &£o it has been appralsed by some mili-
tary analysks:, contributed to the surrcender of the enemy, particularly
the Itallan geolidiers, in droves and the eventual gollapee of the Jkal-
ian resjstance.
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arter our own compahy formed, «we launched some effective attacks
thet rewarded ug wikh conslderable prisoners and few cggualtjies to
curselves. Fortunately. throvghout the Sicilian campaign, our company
suffered comparatively fey cazualties. L wWe wWere to learn in fukure
campaigns, such ia compat. Be it any organlzation, battalion, com-
pany, or éven platopon many of the units will suffer very heavy cagual-
ties or, indeed, be wvirtvally wiped gut while their companion units
gerving on the same mission will suffer little, Ag for curselwves in
Slcily. it seeped that every tlme we contacted the snemy. the engage-
ment was iotefrupted by the appearatce of white flags. The Tkalians
just no longer had thelr heart in the Fight.

Shortly after the jump, I went to the medics to receive treakment
for my swollen leg, apd they wanted to Keop me there. Reing young and
foolish and not wanting to miss anvthing, I resisted. They wrapped my
leg and gave me some gedication [asplrin?) and seat me Oon My way.

On the eveplng of 1 July. we wverc witnese to & real tragedy.
At the time we were positioned on high ground net far Ffrom the shore
vhere our oavy wag abnchored. Here, we =zavw planes come ibh and watched
and cheered as our navy shot thew down., The following BOrpning we
learned that in the planes that ¥ere shot Jawn were memberg of gur own
division., the L0drh Parachute Eogiment coming in as reinforcements.
Twenty-three kransports were gheot down with the loss af over 400
lives.

A day or so after this tragig event, we were aordered on a forced
march to Trapami, a city abowt 1530 milee nocth-wast of Gela. We made
this mareh, it has beon salid "non-stop." Eut that is not entirely
true. We dld rest and we did sleep, but rarely: and we were ghuttled
by trucks on accasions. But by any standard=E, it was a most grueling
trek. [ was still limping oo my very ewollen leg when we started ouk,
but amazingly the further I walked aon that leg the better 1t got. By
the timec we were in our pofition at Trapani., the swelling was down and
the pain nearly gone. (My leg never completely recovered, however.
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Though the pain and swelling went away, I latéer began having btrouble
that becames increasingly worsgse wntil I was forced to wpdergo an oper-
ation following my diacharge after the war.)

¥Whether by foot or by trkuck, the trip through the towns and wil-
lages waa not pleasank. Thiough pearly every one of them we paegscd,
we werg pxposed to powerful acrid odors so gtrong that they produced 3
burning Sensation in the nostrils. In each of these towpne we paeged
Would be flat dough topped with tomabo sauce bakipg in the sun, and
atop the dough and tomato sauce would ke 3 heavy layer of fliea, seome-
times so thick they cancealed all bengath them. It ig liteie wonder
we were Ordered never to esat any of thelr foods, an order that wae
pPproebably supeffluous ae I do not Eelieve any amongst ws would hawve
had the appetlte For any of it anyway. Similacly, cur water had to
be treated with atabeln or some guinine-kased taklets before it could
be declared drinkvable. Even o, malaria becama & problem.

Eut worse than this wae the sporadiec but,. popetheless., intimldat-
ing atraflpng, one time while we were in the trucksa when we guickly
left them for the security of the ditches, and a couple of tlimes while
we wore on foob. In all instances our rcasudaltles were fow, and 1o all
instances weé had little ppportunity o fire at them, if., indeed, it
Would have becn worthwhile to have done 2o with rifles and .30 cili-
ker machine guns.

We arrived at Trapani 23 July and immedlately engaged in some
mopping up operations, exciting at times, but the particulars of which
I am now uUncertain. The man on the machine gun with me loved to fire
it. I gon't Khow what he was firing af, I was tog buey feeding the ammo,
but the harrel got red hot and nad toc be changed later. {During the
Flr=t two campalgns, Sicily and Italy, I was lixted onm the TOSE as the
assistant gunner. Who the listed guoner was [ don't remember. Ik oom-
bat, however.the officlal 1isting is not atrictly adhered to. and the
position of gunner/assistant guaner shifts even from one engagement Lo
the other. Devistion in this regard becomes increaszingly apparent ae
casualEiEE mount and_ﬁiscretiun asEum=a gieater control. Guhnners can |

hacome riflemen and leaders; riflemen become guhners, leaders, and




snlpers in a matter of howrs or leez.)] In these [inal) operations we
garnered a fey pore prilsoners; but for the most park thiz was the end
of gur Slcillan campaign.

Allen L. Langdon in his "Ready" rather well summes up the air-
boyne operatlon in Sicily thusly: "Although the airborne batgle for
Sicily had not gone accordieg te plan: it had achieved spectacular
regupleés. General Fatton [(not incliped to give out unwarranted praiae)
Staked that it speeded vp the beach tandings by at least two days.
Evon ¢reater pralse came from General REurt Student {The German air-
borne expert) when after the war, he stated that if it had not been
for the American parachutiets, the Herman Goering Rivigign would hawve
puehed the beach forces back into the sea.™

Although I Cempany casualtics wore light. John P. MeCann in his
"Passing Through'" statee that the divigion gufiered over 1000 casuai-
tiez o0f which 22349 were fakalities. In Ttaly the number gof Casualties
vould dowhle, and s the Cciaswvalties would rentinue to increaze a=s we

desepened gur advance into Europe.

At this point I am nc longer certain of the movements of our
regiment except from what I have read. After bhe Sicilian camppeign. I
¥vag sent to the hospital for malaria, and when and shere I rejoined D
Company,., [ have no idea, but the data I have zhow= that after the
conclusion 9f the Sicilian Campaign, .7 August, the unit was returned
to Kairown, on 20 August, presumably to await decisioens by the high
command congerning our next misslon and to begin our tralnling for it.
On 5 ESeptember, we returhed to 3icily. to prepare £for a jump Into
Italy. UOnknown to bhe rank-and-fire. of coursce, the generals woro
hectically reviewing numerous optioms, ipcloding dropping us several
miles porth of Naple=, just South of the Volturno River (Code-named
Giant J) and a more spectacular drop near Rome [(Giant II). Sewveral
cther opperaticna woroe oconsidered but nabce caome tao fruitionm.  The most
daring and perilouws of Lhese was the projectod jump on the environe of
Bome. From what T have read, the 504dth Regiment was to be droppecd B
SZeptember and the 305th the folloving day. Oo the dth, bowever, as



the 504 was loading uwp. the compand received word that the Italian
upderground would ke upable Lo fulflll its commifments; so that mie-
Eion was ¢anceled, jeet in time =c 1t =seems. It has been said we were
tluose to making either "monumental history of beiog annoihilated.®
Betvally, in either cvent I suppose we'd made history.

The latter propoced operation being cancelled, Lhe leaders of the
the &ind., so0 it seeme, resigned themselves to sitting gut the Jtalian
campaign. Then the 5th Army, which had =pearheaded the begagh landipgs
ln Italy pear Faestum, on the Gulf of Belerno, got bogged downy and a
Gerwman counterattack threatened toe push the allied forcee back into
the zoa. Faced with that theeat, the commander, Gen. Mark Clark,
rogquested that paratroopers be dropped in ag reinforcements.  So came
about the 82nd's particlpatlon ip Operation Avalancs.
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ITALY [(Code Name: Asvalanche)

On 14 September. the 304th Reglment of the 82nd Afrborne Divis—
ion dropped to tne east of Paesatur, & coastal cown jusk off the Hay of
Salernu oear Papstum on 13 Septembey. The regiment lmmedlately went
into activn, and the men's resolute zggressivenecss removed bLhe epomy
prescure from the 5S5th Army; therefore, when the 5305 dropped atk the
zame place the following day, there was little for them to do oxcept
some policihgy up. This was te be by fFar the easiest of the four com-
bEat jumps that we made--the jump itself was, lon fact:. =asier bthao sone
of our practice jumps. In Silclly, [ company suffcred only a few
rasualtles from artillery fire and strafiog and even less by armed
encounters,. The most notable of the latter was that of Lt. John
Sprinkle who was kKilled while 1cading o charge on one of Ehelr many
block houscs. He was posthumously awarded the Dlstinguished mervice
Cross For his herolc action.

In Italy, the fightiog and resultant casualtles were to be even
less than in Siclly-<thet 18, for our coMpany anyway. Unfortunately.
Lhouah. many <oF the obther elements of the S2nd suffered much greater
lozses when, by happenetance, opgozed by more determlned troops. The
504 Reglment, for oie, was tu suffer severe lossces and hardsnlps io
their two-monlhs' engagcment &t ApZio while we were op ship ino compar—
ative gafety heading toward the Unlted Kingdem. But the real harsh-
neegs of war wae to hit us later. ag soft of a tradecff. 1 guess,
¥hile we were later suffering through the high casualties and the tor-
tures of the Normandy Campaign, members of the ‘04 would be spjoying
tmilds and blbters with the lassies of Herry J01' FEngland.

After we azsgembled Folliowing the jump, wo took up a defencsive
osition on Mount Saprans.  There, we were ipitlally expoeed bEo =2ome
shelling and strafipy that resulted in a few minor casvalties. Aside
froem that we became exposed to the hardehipe asgeociated with 1oglstklic
problems. Because of the inclement vweather, the command was unable to
koep ug supplled with the essentisl goods including ratigna. 0OfF
courge, by this time I was no lohger 2 prowing hoy, but T s5kill had
the appetite of one, and I became hungry. &od in time so did the
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athers. In consequence, ooe of the more enterprising among us,

George Bocauvac, who had by now acguired the reputatioo of excelling

in guch ocxplcelitbts. came acrose one of the patives passing by and
induced him, £or & price of cpurse, to prepare some chickens for us.
Well, raised on the farm I had seen too much of the bad Lln chickens,
and for some Feasobn, dallike most people, it turoed me against Lhem.
hdoctualily, I couldn't even sStand the smell of them. But I had no
Eay-a¢ in what was to ke ordercd-  In tite the farmer and hie =zon
brought the boiled chilckens ko us, conplebke with heads and feet--a
eight which would have repelled me at any other time. Huot this time I
dug 1ln and devoured my share of the meal--maybe sven a liktle more--
with greater alacrity thao I would any of gourmet gquality since amidst
the bantering of others who were avare of my Jdlstaste for the bipds.

After a week of comparative peace and quite and reat at this
meunt . wo were ordered to Naples, abouwt 40 miles or more o the north
west. In the mavement we ehcaubtored only mianor resistance, the usual
Ehelling and =strafipg. OQur most davnting okstacles on this march were
the mountains. For the fFinal leq of Lhe Lrip. we were catried in
British lorries to mear Wapleg,. but for the earlier mapy zong miles,
Wi were forced to struggle over what waa wvariously known as the Lower
Apennines, Westoern Apennines, and Antiapennines which ran along the
westetrn <oaalk of Italy- Though ok as Exhausting ag what we shncoub-
tered in Hiclly, they were challowging- We vould march up those
mountaina for what ggemed like hours then we'd come tog a point where
the lncline lessened, and we would thiok, “now, a2t last we start
down.™ Lthen afkefr turning a curwve, we would sec the locline agaln
gradualily--cr sharply--increaszing. 7Time after Lime., after time such
would be our disappointment.

There waz & time ob this march when we stopped to blyvouwac decp in
the woode. We etopped earller than vsual, long even kefore dugk. and
dppdrently a long distance Ffrom the fraopt lines a2 no comhat diaci-
pline was orderaed, KWhile meandering around leiswurely preparing our
meals (wWe always heated our K-rations when paossible), we spotied a
young plg a short distance away and thought about how fresh pork would
be & welcome rolief ffnﬁ.cuélusual fare vf K-rativns. So three of
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wg--Julius Eisner. anocher man. and myself--decided to put thowaht
inte action. After some strugqQle. we caught the pigq and. after an
Even greacer struggle (it wae quile a large young pig). managed to cul
itz throat and then..., well, by abpur thi= time the whole platoon had
heard about it and one-ky-one they gathereg to share it and in antici-
patiopn assisted us in butchering and frylng It. While we waited for it
to cook, some of the men pointed to an Itallan farmer walkiog rapidly
and resclutely toward our company headguarters. How this man ever
learned where our headguarbers wae, I don't koo¥, but he was heading
there anyway. Most of the platoon oow became uUneasy, particularly we
three culprles. 3Shortly. a2 couple of ogur officers came down and began
asking embarrassing guestions., In the end, ww three guilbty parties
payed the Ffarmer for the pig; and then portions of the ply were passed
ko all memkers of the company with direck orders glyven Lhem not o
share any part of it with the perpetrators of Lhe crime. We perpe-
trators ate E-rations as wry commenks girculated about a couple of
Jewe slaughterlng an Italian hog. (Inocidentally, by way of apo apo-
logy. aope ofF us invelved was aware there ¥ould be apy repercussions,
or at amy rate, any significant repercussleons. For kKillieg the plg of
an enemy, and the Italiane, we thought, were s5till techoically our
ehemy at the time.  Anoather thihg, Wherever oone lasked near a battle-
figld, one vould ugually seg hloated Ccarcasses of cattle Jying around,
moatly victime of American weapone). Nevorkheless, we were =o0on Lo

become more enlightenoed on the rules of warfarce.

The following meorning, ouch to our relief, we were taken to idliog
lorrices which carried us to almost the remaining distance o Naplea--
actually teo Lhe foot of another large mountain just to the south of
Naples where they Jdumped us in pouring railpm. Here we, pow a bunch af
disgruntled troopere. kegan cur ascent; and the further «e wenk.
the harder the raio fell arnd the stronger the wind bBlew. AE we pearad
the summit. flashes of lightening and claps of thunder ecame indis-
tinguishable rrom the artillery flre. The torrential downpour thak
gnop hit wus, combined with the ebcny blackness of the night, made it
actually lmpossible to =see anything nmok direcktly in front of us. This
was about wheon I heard a commotlon--a strugple--some distance to my

rear. Wnile I slowly wended my way toward the sowurce. the cacophony
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of the struggle was interrupted by jovliality apmd haranglng betwveen
man. I had no 1dea what wepbk on, but the folloving morning. those
involved, Frank Sllanskie. Stanley Kotlarz, Willlam Bennett, and a
Couple af atherg, explained they heard movements of what they thought
wegre Gearmana bhelow one of the vertical terracee and =ought to raptura
thet, only to discover that they were cowa. ] don't koow how amusing
that lpncideot really was, but because of the way they explained it to
g that morming, it became a subject of much hilarity for same time in
the company. Shortly after, we were guided tg Qur poeitiooe; and after
belng informed of the security arrangements, were given the liberty of
golng to sleep. Thanks! GSince the storm laated nearly throughout
that chilly might; and =ince we had only cur raim coats or ponchos for
cover, I'm sure oo one of us got 3 lobk of sleep. I kaow that the one
Lipg that I did beglon to doze off, I was awakened for guard duoly.

The next day was clear, and we went inte town unopposed among
cheering crovds wikh {excuse the cllche) people leaniog cut the wind-
ows and dancing in the sttreets. More than tust a couple of times I
¥ithessed young women being led among the jeering citizenry with theirc
hair shaorn and thelr neads bowed in shame, the age-old punishment for
cavorting with the enemy. 1'we sometlmes woodered about the irony of
thut since the Germans. at the Lime the fraternization teock place,
were their allies and the Americane were thely enemies,. How the for-

tunes of war and the fickle fates of people BEoc intertwine.

We were alloved only a couple of days enjoyment among the Neopol-
ivan citizenry., when, 4 October. our commander, Col. Savin was gliven
an urgent call o relleve certain Britcish and Amcrican Eorces at the
front. Two hattzlione, the Zpd. ko which I kelonged., and the lst, in
that order, werg aent to just seuth of the Volkurne River while the
3rd battalion was held in reserve. We encouptered some heavy opposit-
icn atl flest. Io fact, wo agaln burned up our machioe gun karrel (I
don't remember whe vwas on the gun with me ak this bime but helleve (L
was my old mentor, Damiel Kuzminski), thep sellled intg a defenszive
position, After things eettled down, we received a replacement bar-
rel which we quickly 1nstalled but used it very liktle afbeor that at
this position. Ope of the greater hazards here were the numerous



enemy mines. QOur medical offlcer., Capk. Btein, ard his drlver were
slightly injured when thelr amhulance was destroyed by one, and two
other men, an officer apnd his driver. were killed after hitting one.
There were alsoe =zeveral personnel casnaltles from the mines of which

I do oot KnowW the parficulars. Though the cazuaicies lo cur company
were light, Company P of our battalion, took the hrunt of & Ccounterc-
attack and was hit with a nearly flfty percent. loss: and what wag sq
unyuzual, a disproportionate numker of these caguattkies were fatalities.
On & Octoker, we were relieved by the Britigh and trucked back to
pollce Naples wnkil latc November io what amounted to about & Elve-

weekx B L P (Hest and Recreatlaon?.

On 18 Hovember, we packed np and left ocur guarters at Kaples apd
boarded the large, azttack transpork ghip, the T35 Frederick Funeton,

tamed after a Spanlsh American and World War T general. [General Fun-

ston waz much castigated by wany. ags reflected in MarK Twaibh's Datned
Human Race. becauee of his alleged responsikbility for atrocities com-
mitted In the Philippines while under the command of General Douglas
McArthur- Apparently, however, the gemngeral has been congidered a hereo
vithout Llemish by most.) O0Ff Oourse, we were never told where we were
going, Ec, of courge. Ebhat gencerated a breeding ground for rumorsE--from
the ridiculou=z, that we would be returned to the States to inculcate’
into others our combat experlences {(after two minor campaigns, mind
¥ou!)., to the "abseolutely absurd™: that we would be golng to the Uni-
ted Kingdom where we would begin training EFor the lnvasion of Europe.
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UNITED HINGDOM

By the time we were ordered conto the Frederick Fubhstoen, voyages
on the water were becoming akout as routine az flights 1o Lhe air.
The agcopmedations, food, ordeals, eto. were all about the same.
Though the troop ships lacked apenities, the troops wete allowsd much
mere lelzure. Iutk, of course, not all our time could Le devoted to
leigure. After 2l1)], we were combat soldlers, =g we had to atay 1in
shape. plmost daily the units were staggeced to go on deck for the
ysual military exercises. I must add, alsg, that thiz trip differed
In one respect from any obher sea voyage I have taken. when we laft
WNaples, we went Lo Dran where we anchored for - week, then we again
departed to Ireland (although at this time we gtill dida‘t know where
¥e were going). Shortly after, zsomevhete between Qran and Sibralker.,
Wt ran inko a ferorlous storm, the worat I ever experlenced on ship.
At the meal lmmediately preceding the storm, the cooks Fed us soup-
krauk. Can you imagine? The crew, including the cooKs, I'R SUrEe knew
we wore heading For a starm, yet they fed us landlubbetrs Sourkraut.
['1l} lrave the rest bo your Imagipation.

For some time it looked more and more aa though that first
rumar--that we were ko go to the states, for' whatevel Feason--was
ttue. For day after day for several days bhe convoy we were in pushed
on in @ direct westerly direction. Then it éuddenly turned north, to
the delight of some, to the disappointment of others,. and to the shrug
of, probably, the most. We aerived at Belfast apd debarked 9 December
1943,

Belfast looked like a pice place o stay for awhile. Sut we dido't
getk to stay for awhlle,., ¥We vere immediately trucked 60 milcs o moTe EQ
vhere guonset huts were set ln deep vwoods near Cookstown. A% the crow
flieg, the dietance may be three-guzrters of that or less. ket an
oblaong lake =spreads out almost direckly between the twe gities. The
lake ig sltuated such that whether one travels north of it or te the
south of Lt the distangce between the cities would be nearly egual.
ireland is worthy of being galled the "pmerald I=zles." Everythilng
green, even the slag algng the side of the roade, in stark contrast Lo
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what we encountered in Worth Africa and even southern Italy. Hecausme
of the lopg nightz and ghart days and the abundant cold rain and snow,
wEe were reguired to do littie trainling. The primary goal of the com-
mand, it zeemed, was Lo kKeep us 1n shape wilth constant exercelsing.
Under Lt. Col. Batcheller, v¥ho had replaced Col. Cavin as reglmental
comrander before we had Ieft Italy, we €pjoyed more leisdre time than
we ever had before. HWe were freg oan most €venlngs o go te the
delightfwl litrle place called Cookstown: within walking distance of
our camp; and on weekends, we could often take advantage of the
liheral pass policy to trawel to the large city of Belfast. ©On one of
my vigite to Ceoketewn. [ purchased a Petcrson pipe with the name
rCookstown" engraved op ik,

On my firak pass to EBelfast T stopped ab the US0 Clukb for a
m=zal. There at the cash register was what I thought to be a sadistic
teller who delighted io torturing newcomers by making the conplicated
British monotary eystem to bhe more complicated than was really neces-
gary. Mt that time the Brits bad pounds. shillings. peonles and hadf-
pennies, and farthings. [Aritieh penniesa, it should be mentioned.
were worth more than btheir American counterparts]. When I arrived 1in
front ©of him with my tray, he rapldly anhicounced in his kheavy Icish
brogue the price which went somethlipng 1ike, "pound, three, two
haprrnce." {one pound, threes shillings. two pennies and a half a
penny~--I bkelieve). Having been exposed wery litble to the Irish
brogue, I asked him to repeat it--gseveral times. and geveral times he
did. wilthout variance in tone, dynamica, tempo, or faplal expresgion.
Finally., feeliny impatient e¥e¢s boring upon me from behind, and out of
Flain frustration I pulled oubk some currency and indicated that he
take vwhat wag pecossary. This. bhe procesded to doe all too willilagly.
He followed the same ritual «ith the man behind me. I Fomebimes won-
dered how moch he preofited by suckerlng lndividuals such azs me into
blindly laving down thelr money o he could cake his "falr™ share.

I went to Belfast a couple of more tlimes after that and to CooXs-
town sewveral timez, The best tour of duty for me since I entered the

alrborne, 3o it was with some dizsappointmernt when I Jeasrned in early Feb-

rvwary that we were to move. This view was not shared by all, however.
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The cold, dreary wionter weather of Trelaod, tp which [ waz inured and
thoroughly enjoyed, was Just too cnld and dreacy for some: partlcu- -
larly theo=se raised in the sun-belr.

Around 13 Fehruary v vere truckesd to Belfast where we boarded a
British abhip which carried us to somewhere in Scotland.  Frow there we
were taken by train to lLelcester. England and then trucked from there.
fifteen or twenty miles, to what became ¥nown as "Tent City™ at Quarcn.
To any oF us ¥ho regretted leaving Irelacd, we scon reglized that
there was no need For twat regret. England was great aleo. And the
numecous towns and cliies were closer, the people just az weconoodat-—
ing, and Lhe girls more plentlful.

There was one big dravback though, ia a wap. and to explaln this
we need o go back to ltaly. AL the end of the Itallan campaigm. Col.
Gavin was promoted to Hrigadier General and bBecamo the execukive offi-
cer, or second in command, to the divigion commander. Majior General
Fidgeway. Lt. Col. Batcheller, who bhad been Lhe regimentkal executive
vfflcer, theo becanme the pevw Fegimental commander of S05 and sercved in
that capaclity while we were 1ln Ireland. In England, however, Batchel-
l1er was trangferred to become Ehe regimental commandor of the SGEth
Farachute Regiment (He was killed in Wormandy gerving in that capa-
clrty] and was replaced as the 505 Regimental Commander hy Cel. Ekman.
Wikth the chapnge in commapd, tralining agalm begapn in all earnestpness.
Maneuvers, double-ciring., sleeping on frozen ground all again became
part of the routine. &nd wilith training,. comes accidents--injuries and
even fatalities particularly from practice jumps., In one case, for
example, Capt. John D. Rice, who had been our company commander since
Fort Beoning, wae tranaferred to B Cobpany after we arrived ln Eng-
land; and there, while conducting mancuvers, the plane he was ln eol-
lided with ancther killing him and several others.

Here at this time, the food we were served was bhetter thanm usuzl
and passes were given freely, but the extra emphasis op kraining and
keeplng ln shape coupled with the liberal isguance of gguipment as
numerous rumors Swlrled about indicated to uve chat something big was

coming UpE.



NOBEMENDY (Uverlord)

On the morning of late May 29 or 30, 1944, word was pagsed down
throuygh our pyramidal tents. our home for the past three and = half
tonkhs, to pack uvp and prepare to move aet. Ho opne told vus then., Ko
one had bBo tell ua. We knew the "Eig Day* was nigh- All paeses and
other liberties were rcancelled., and we were warned under threast of
dire coneequences 1f any left ¢amp. A day or two latelr we Weee tran-
aported by kuses to the Cottesmore plrport and billeted in huge
hangers. There we were taken to sand takles and given one priefing
after ancther regarding our missions after the jump- We 1oarned ak
this time that our reglment would be the ooly ohc of the alrborpe
regiments with combat experience that would ke making this crucial
jump to free Europe, and that 1t would ke made in Normaody. The 504,
ouy ¢oppanlon regiment, had spent much time fighting &t Anzic and was
in no condition bo participete in any further action at this time.

QuE "last théeal" was given vn the 5th of June ae that was the date

inivially st For the invazion. It wae probably the best we ever had
in the army t111 that time. Even better than most Christmas dinnecs.
However, becauvae of inclement weathor., D-Day was set up one day; and
the real "lzst" meal was ohly So-50 at best.

As we appraached Franpce. Flak kegan flaghing around before the
crder to "standup® came; and when we stood in the Joor, Lk looked
BYon more ominows, though, as far ae I know, neng came dangerously
close to our plane. 0o this jurp, I waz ta have a rather umsettling
expayrience. Thie time I was placed right behind the jumpmaster who
u5udlly would be our platoen loader, Lt. MoClean. or our plataon
sargeant, or aone pther officer or high-ranking NCD within the caom-
pany. Butk thls time, the jumpmaster was an officar whom I'd naver
seen before, so presumed he was wither a Fecent Feplacement or, Pper-
haps, one from a different wunit. HNormally. &5 we approach the DZ
(drop zone), the jumpmaster would look out the door, and at the
appropriate time by his estimation, give the word to =standup and
hookup. This accomplished, he goes down the line inspecting edach
member apd assure that all are hooked up. Followlng this, he
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returns to the front of the stick.

prepares to jump whenm the grech light comes on.

dure, gur jerpmaster followed; bBut
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hoocke up., =stand=s in the door, and
Thiz stanmdard proce-
after stendlong 1n the Soor, he

PUulled back as though suddenly thinking af sgmething:, oumbled to me ot

a8 Crow member stahding nearby, then discononected hie line apd, T

belleve, went b0 the rear of the plane.

of the gtick.

Wow I, a BFfc., at the front

Fut 1I'd seen jumpmasters do that before durlng prac-

tlce jumpe and then wouid return to their position before the green

light came on, s¢ I really didn't thiok tog much of jt.

light went out and the green light
for bhis and was uncertain what to

Then. the red
came on. I was wholly unprepared

do. Aut the heavy pressure pushing

on my back and the lmpatient gesture from a crew member made the deci-

gicn easy for me-

ing apmetime after landing.

Not so.

I Flyured that some explapacicn would be forthocom-

Lfter landiog, sverythinog, as

usual, became heclic: apnd I never heard anything more about it or of

the officer. And Lhls fakher well

attests to hils makiog the jump.

If he had not made jt, thenm there would have bech a2 1ot of gquesklons,

I'm sure.

After my chute deployYed, I saw truvers oo the ground, which I wase

sure were thoee cof the gpemy since
allied forces to hit France. I do
it was nat where I was supposed to
thlnguy rarely turn out ag planned,

l1led to me on this jump. From the

ve were among the flrst of the

pot know where I landed. but 1 know
have been. In parachute jump=
attid this sltuwatlon certalnly app-

beginning I noticed I was for some

reason drifting away from the cthers in my =2tick and slipping my chute

waz of lititle help inh <correcting the problem.

I landed in a hedgerow

where I hit, prabahly, & trce which momentarily knocked the breath

out of me.

{Tncidentally. those "hedgerows" zo pbiguitous in Nocmandy

and 50 widely talked about is a mlsnomer. They were, and are, full-

Qrown rowe of LTRRS, Scme actually
growth of underbrush. )}

qulite large, often with a heavy

Vpen rocoveritg and disentangllng myself from

the suspension lines, and the brush, and the hatness {(the gqulcok-dis-
connect harhess, long wsed by the Briticsh, had not yet been isgued to

us)], I emerged From the hedgerow.



By this time, the planes had passed, and T was completely dis-
eriented as we were iInstructed at the briefings to use thew as @ guide
to our polnt of rendezvousz. I do not know how long I searched for my
unit and for the eqQuipment bag where the machinhe gun apgd ammg wege. T
found what ! thowght was our egquipment bag, but it wae emptied of its
contente as T =Eert of expegted it to be. Ihgwiries of others akbout
the lécation of D Company were frultless as they weorc as confuzed as
I. I no langer remember how I yeoached my unlbt. or for sure bow long
it tock. I remgmber it wag night--the followling nlght so it would had
to have boen approximately twenky-~four hours. I know I had becone
hungty and thirsty during this search, hutk khose I ran across wWore
gqenefgue in sharing my needg. By the time I teached my wnit, I had
been c¢hallenged many times apd appreached it warily and with sonc
trepidation as men under these conditions are inclined to become
"triggoer-happy". 45 T approathed my uwpit, 1 heard a muffled "hail"
and the closing of an M-~1 bolt. That's something one dogzs ook forgetk.
Whether I answered the challenge with the "gricket", given to u=s
before we left England for that purpowse, or wlth the more cooventiooal
gign-counter-gign I don't kpneow. After the challenglng duel was over I
was, With gredt relief, eecorted to my aquad. Ae difficelt as it wag
for me to IcZate my Lompdany, there were sewveral wvho arrived ouch lakter
thap I.

I also Witneesed the tragic landimg of the gliders of the 3I2&8th
Regimeni.. Whether thls happened before or after I rejoined my com—
Pany. I am wnsure (I remember many events but am often uncertain of
chejir seguence). BAwt watching bthe gliders come in was a truly tragle
and depressing sight. Qne by one a5 bEhey came in, they would almost
invariably crash intg one of the bhodgerows. Inside wWould be a mass of
heavy ¥eapons, equipment and flesh cruzshed together. The frugbtraticn
to the witneseeps and the woulé-be rescuers was compounded by the fack
that there was little or nothing men with bare bands could 2o bo
allaeviate their suffering.

Lezs tham an hour afker returning to my unit, we bhocame involved
in a sbort but active skirmish along hedgerows in which we uzed the

diteh for procection. Thie engagement was primarily 2 contest of

Lui
=
Il BN EE BN B T SN B A By BN W By B B T A BN e



21,

emall arms with numercuna flares shot up by both sides. Scome time
later we glimpsed, EFrom the light of these [larese, movementsz OF the
enamy withdrawing. Cease fire was called and seon thersafter we vare
ordered to move cut. I do not believe we suffered any casualties in
khls encounter though numerous bullets ricochet arpund us. The coemy

Casualbies were unknown, but prisonere vere taken.

We must have enotered and left the city we landed pear several
times . bocagzse I recall seelhg the sign "Ste Mere Eglis™ on differcent
occaslons. The sight of a road leading inte the town has been burned
inte my memory. We went down lt, possibly three times. The (irst
couple times, there was hothlng extraordinary. The last time. how-
ever, as we trudged down the road, there were s0ldiers in both sides
of the ditches--airborne, infantry, American, and some Cerman--lying
head tu toe for a coneiderable distaonce into the town. This may have
been the ouvtcome of one of the battles in which our ubnlt participated
that I'1l Lalk about later.

Farly 1n the Normandy campalgn our maechlne gun crev waes lobstruc-
ted to take up & defensive position on a diet road somewhere oh Lhe
outzkirte of 3te Mere Eglis that was runnlng parallel to a2 hedgerow.
“"Rebel” Haymnez and 1 werg onm Lhe gum. FPfc'a Jehn Daly, iecrge Heau-
vac, Chaisson, and octhers were with ua. tar sguad leader, Cpl. Eoy
Fing, double-timed wa down to our poeition. Daly dropped the ammo
and be and the uthers took up peoeitions on our flanks. As SOOI as
Harvnes apbid I werke Iln place we caught sight of Germans scurrying zt o
dlstance in the high grass: we hurriedly setbt vp our Qun and began
fliring and received fire From several Saurces--mortat, acrtillery,
rifle-—-in return. Return fire was rapidly increasing when a renner
came by telling wz to pull back, with baste. The men on our left wereo
glyen the word, and they rushed passed ws as Daly stopped to plck up
Lhe apme and Haynes and I hefted the bEriped and machline gup.  We
quickty moved bkack along the dirt road from which we had o recenttiy
TOme . Ay stated earlier, the road was parzllel toc a hedgerow; aod as
ve cobbloued up the road we ran across a short clearioyg in the bhaedge-
row yhere, just a fev foot to my left oo the appasitq of kEhe J1ltch, I

"saw @ Germanh moving in the oppusite direction at a qood clip. We



glanced at each other and kept golng. Figure, 1 had a 30 odd pound
gun on ny shewlder and Ifaynez with the tripod was epeveral yards
behlnd: and the German appeared egually encumbered. Anyway, at the
pace We Were Lrgvelinog, we could harkdly have nodded at each other if
s¢ lnclined. hfter arriving at vur point of repdesvous, a guick
accounting dieclosed that Daly was milssing. T believe SCMEQNE wWAE
sent hack to look for him while the remainder of uz were bLaken tu a
new defensive position. We learned later that a mortar shell had
landed directly on his back. Apparently, he bad hit the ground to
cvade shtraponel from a previous mortar shell, or from an artillecy
raound, when he had bhecome a victim Lo 2hat ono- A rarity indeed.

Shartly after this ackieon, we were back pear the zame area only
further o the right, just past the extent of the hedgerow that had
reeviously served as a cvover,., There we could see Sermans at varying
distances of & hundred to two-hundred yards. WWe took cur poslitions
in & shalley dlich and began firing bursts. In time we ran short of
amme; 56 I Look the opportunity of a lull to go to the rear to plck up
a gouple of bores. On the vway back, sombething incxpllcable happepned.
I was crogszing an open £leld surrounded by scattered trees with a box
of ammz in each hapd and was witkhin sight of ocur pesitlon when the
next thing I knew T wae Iying on the greund. J was dizzy, had a head-
ache, and neck pain. Actually I believe I hurt all over. I tricd to
get up and fell, akbout like a punch-drunk boxer. AFter I did get wvp I
lopked for oy helmet and couldo'k £indg 1t immedlately so continwed on
with the ammo to our poszition. [That bhelmet, which I had from my
first days In the alrborne, I pever did flond. I found a replacemenl
later.] When 1 arrived at the position., awkwardly crawling with ibe
two cans, Haynes was still serving as asszistant gunner foedlng the
belt inte the gun, and Heauvag was 1ying in the shallow ditch firing
it. The ammo was about goune. Eobkh were excited and irritated and
wire sharp with their ingquirer as to whete T had been and what had
taken &0 10nyg. They alse eXclaimed that several men had been hit. I
I don't think I even hothered answering them or commenting on the
cagualties. I just picked up Beauwvag'g rifle and weht to a rifle
vosttion to F1il io £2r one that had bkeen bit; apd from there, T
fired away unti) grage fire was called.



I am bot certaln how this bit of actlon was terminaced other than
after cthe Cermans withdrew we ceased firc and woere relieved by a Bri-
tish Infantry unlt who, presumably. were to press an assauklt. Here.
For me at this time as a private who just follewed orders of those who
sUpposedly knew, thlngs became quite confusing. While waitimg For our
next crders mortar shells began 0 rain Upun us. Fortunately. bthe
source of these shells, evidently, were from the Feckless German S0mm
mortears because they merely stirred wp dizt that only peowdered our
trousers wilth dust but doing o other damage-- Ear the oost pert. Cne
man did get hit: bur apparently the wound was superficial sioce he
returned o ue before {he day wAeE over. 3mall enough damage conslder-
ing the large oumber ot shells that exploded at such ¢lose proXimity.
After this, vame strident orders by redfaced offlcers gnd NCD'a, using
very ColorfFel language, b0 epresd owt, Cconcluding with the tirezome

¢cliche, "{lne round'l getf you zl1l1". Shoctly after, ve were remoVed Lbo

ancother area.

Now to return to my owh Strange experience and explaln my owp
analysls of what accurred when I was knocked to the ground: [ am not
gurer; but T believe. that 2 bullet frowm a spiper {there were fpme in
the argea, and a few men had been bhit by thewm) may have just nicked my
helmere with sufficient force £9 =stun me morepntarily. The headache

and the =tiff peck would seem to confiem that.

At anv rate. the pain continoued, so0 one tire during oUr COMpanyY'Ee
perpctual peregrinations. we pessed a medical #id svation, and I deci-
ded Lo rup over for kreztmept. A= 1 neared the place, howaever, 1 s5aw
the medica working Fevericshly owver badly butchered soldices and
instabtly had socond thougbhts about continuing oo bo Complalt aboul a
pain in the peck. I roturted 1.0 the uwnit and later received pills
(espirinz?) from the company medic. After Laking a few of these, the
paln gradually subsided.

Here, @galn now, although I recall moste of the battles. I am
unsure of the sequences it which they oceurred. And so Wwith this next
one, a combined infantry-tank attack which developed into the most

‘heated encounter im which I participates 1ln Narmandy. The ficst
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pemnely I have of this battle 15 that we were walking io a very broad
front parallel tg and several yards from the right of a road on which
tanks wegre traveling. 1 do not know, pnever did know, bow broad our
front was--company/Sbattalian--but we were on the left Flank, and tanks
were intergpersed betveen us as Far to Lthe right a5 I could =ee or
hear. We were moving forward whille upder conatant artilliery and
5mall~arms fire. The resistabce was =c heavy that we could move only
In spurts. He'd hit Ehe ground. cpen Flree, get upr. rush forvard a
short distance, and hit the ground again [(There is a2 term for this
type of manewver, but I can't think of it now). A fev men were hit
during these movements. Some juslk lay there; others limped to the
rear. Panks continued to move laborlously ob the read to our leFL
flank; and I pcouldd hear the rumble of tanks feo our right.

At some point in thia movement, Haynes and I were ordered teo
direct our machire gun fire to complement that of the machine gunnars
to our right, Pvt. Donald Mac Phee and Pfgc Thomas Byrd. Epemy flre
from several scurces continued and, in Fact, may have increascd.
After a passage of time. I heard Byrd yelling "Mac Phec"'! "Mac Phoe"!
{I learned later that kobkh had been k11led arcund khat time. [ have
often been curiecus aboutbt the clrcumstanpces of their deaths and the
cryptic shouts of Byrd, but inguiries on that have been futile).

Az we continued ouwr advance., BE Fire from the enemy tanke lncrea-
ged, and for a conziderakle distance Wwe were forced to endure the
sight of burping tanks and thelr hapless crews. One would see tan-
kers, mostly Cerman, I beliave., bot alsd many Americans, draped over
the turrets borning atop thelr burnlng tanks. No gquarker was given on
eleher side ag would bg expected under Lheze copnditions. When the
tankg were disabled and Lhe svevivipg crews attempbted to abandon them,
the opposing forces waould mercilesely cuk the men Jown.

Eome time later, Haynee was hit and went to the rear, I bBelleve
without aseslstance. He wacs replaced by another man, can't recall who
it was. In fact, I fan't rerember much of what happened from this
time ot in this encounter or how we Finally disengaged. T know that
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azm the advance continued, opposing lire decreased until we were thr-
eatened only by artillery and mortar ghells; bubk for 2ome distance we
endured the sight of burning tanks and the fFates of their hapless
Crevs.

A day or 50 after thls sngagement, on our vway to another assault.
we passed through 2 lerge town or small clty oot Far from where the
previous day's battle had taken place. I o not rewenber the name of
it now, if I ever did know, and ] mepkion it opnly becaugge of the mag-
mitude of ita destruction. The place was leveled. The whaole area was
literally leveled. I pnever eaw anything like it before or since. I
don't think aoything in that small)! city was above knee high.

At one time during our foray io Normandy, shortly before we were
pulled ocut, we were taken to a defensive posltion where "second-haod"
fox-holes were at our dilsposal. The Former oocupantsz, whoever they
were, bhad dug good foxholes, so that gave us some time to folax. Mo
longer on the move or requlred to preparc defenslve posltlons, we
could shave and clean up--go7t of . Actually, waghing oneself from a
heltet-full of colé water is not the recommended way to bathe, but 1t
keat by a long shot anything we were able to Jdo before. aAnd we
received C-ratlons Instead of the usual K's. another improvement of
s&rtE, Although our nevw positiom waz a eedentary one, we still had
problems. Mortar shells continoued to be lobbed in, abd the shrill
whistle and raucousz explosions of kEhe ever-dangerous 385 always posed
d threat. Not posing & threat but most displeasing were several Cows
to our front, three aor four. They had been killed some time DeEfgre.
and nuw their stench was oveErpOowering. Incidentally, it was not all
that unusual to have emplacemente not far from decaying animals,
in¢luding humanms, but never as cloze as they were this time. And
what wmade It even worse is that before we were pulled out a shell
ignded near one of the cows: causing it to burst epen. That resulted
in the putrid sight and burbing stench to inerease by several fold,
Needless to 2ay, this Jdid nothing for our appetitae while tryinog to
down the beef in owtr C=razbtlion. Also lylng with the cows initially
were a couple of Krauts in the game state of decay, but they were



humanely removed shurtly after gur arcival. EReally thankfvl I wasn't
"vyolunteered" for that detaijil.

As uncomfortakle ae this was, = more disturbipg matter were the
ificroming shells (rom some high trajectory weapon. Hever learned what
1t was; but pericdically and strangely. a5 though by automation, every
%EH hours a barrage of several shells would drop in a coovex semi-
clrele In front of ue. And this cvredated a serious concern for us
elnre 1t appeared that 1f the gunners sliply elevated their weaponh a
couple of degrees they would make a direct blt, on us; and I can't
think of atything wmore deémoralizing tham 4 shell landing right heslde
you Ip your foxhoele. And a shell from a high-trajectory weapon <an 4o
that. Therofore. when our platoon leader, Lt. Me Clean, Ccame by
inspecting our posltion., we asked him abkout that threat. He brushed
GEEf aur concorns with a wave of the hand and assured us that they
would never get any closer and walked off. ®Ke never learned how he
came up with that info and conld ageure ur of our =zafety with such
rertitude. EBut he wae right. Througheut our stay here the explosions
from those shells hever vegred slgnificantly from that one patbern.
B1] we bad to do when we heard the shells come in was geb down in our
foxholes and remaino there until the debriz stopped flying. Now, the
hext logical guestion: "Wnat did the Germans hope to accomplish by
gguandering thelr valuable shells eo promlecucusly™ FPrivakes and
PICct's apparenkly arvo just nok privy toe such Ilnformation. and 1'm
gtill curious abeut how the llieutenant acgquired his info, and why the
Germans could oot elevake their big guns.

We eventually begame accuetomed to the pericdic incerruprions,
then 8B's started coming in varying voileys at unpredictable btimes and
aroused us to greater alertness. Eighrey-eighte were high-veloolty,
flat-trajertory shelle, comparakble in these respects o Ehe shell from
an M=1 rifle, as a result shraphel from the exploslion could arrive
before we heard bthe shell arriving. These weapons, in fact, are
generally consldered by weapons experts bto have been the most lethal
of weapons againzt pergonnel, whether on ground or ln tenks, io the
German arsenal. And, in fagt, 1t 15 vsvally conceded that they werte
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ayperior b0 anvything the allles had or wowld ever come wp wlth during
the war. It ®Willed several of our men while we were at this position.
one of the men was an cld-timer. That is he was with va from the
beginning, and he was Killed along with ancebbher man Io the same diteh
that chey both bhad jumped fnto for cover. The olé opne had Just mar-
ried a school teacher hefore he left the gtatesa. Another old-timer
from our platoon: in the mortar eguad, Pfc. Davie., who had also mar-
ried just bBefore we left the states, was kllled by an 88 whille we were

at that posltion as were several others.

I. myeelf, vas also hit wkile we were here. bBut it was oot the
heroic type of hit that merited a pourple hgart. In fact, the aXper-
ience wae downright embarra=zsing. We had been in this positlion for
some time and bad become lnured to the perlodilc shelling to our
Front and even the sporadic explosions of the 8B"s. e hecame
relaxked. Cbvilously, as we would scon learn. too relaxed. Ab the
parlicular time of this event, I was sitting on the gentle silope of
g2 low hill just above our emplacement with another trooper sating
C-raticng and conversing in generzl. The other map on the gun had
the good senge to remain in hiz foxhole. Svddenly we heard the
scream of an in-coming 88. Knowing instioctively thet we coulld not
hope to reach vur foxholes 1n time, we Just flattesned curselves where
we were. Thic shell lapnded much cloger than mogt of cthem had;: and
immediztely after the expigaion. of poeribly even kefore, I fult a
sharp pain io my leg. T said, or yelled, "I've besn hlt."™ The ascils-
tant gunner yelled for the medic. and thils was echoed by the man near
me. The medic rushed owver and looked at my leg. The boot was rent,
dnd the z3cocck frayed but no sign of Elood. That was a relief to me,
and, I'm sure, to the others as we were beconlng shoert of personbel by
this time. After retmoving bhoth articles, we found only miner akras-
ions, more like "strawberrles™ 5o Famlliar to paratroopers. bubk no
break in the skin. I'm sure I was red=faced as I apologlirmed. The
medic just brushed 1t zside a6 though my peccadillo was nothing all
that wunuewal and left. A krulcse and aome paln that soon disapreared was
all I incurred. tmbarrassing? OFf course. Hut damn, when that piece of
shrapnel hit, 1 thovght it had tofn my leg off. My embarrassment was
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somewhat allayed lator when 1 learned that aom officer wept through a
similar commotion when he was hit but not wounded.

At one Lime. toward the end ofF the Normandy canpalign, there wag a
1vli in the fighting. Whether we were in the rear in rosceEve at the
time or whether it was one of those respites that occurred from time
to time I am hov unSure. At any rate, a rumar clroculated here that
George Beauvar, vhom we affectionately called "Bivouac", for gobvious
re3s0onRE, Was bo be returned top the States; and in time, the fumor was
confirmed €0 be true.

Why that came to pass has always been a mystery to me. Hig
health, ag far as I Konew was good--in fact he was to live for over
another forty-five years--and he waz unmarried, 5o there could have
been po complications from that guarcter.

Cearge Beauvac was well liked in the company, dieclpllioed and
dependakble. He had an extrvacrdinacy gift of gab and was an excellent
scrounger, svmehow able to bring to his sguad pembers extrz food and
Gther amenitiss. I said "he had a gift of gab". In army terms. that
pant he was a good bull-shitter." He wae on the machine-gun with me
occaslonally or positioned near our emplacement; and at the times we
got together he often waxed eloguent on hiz girlie conguests, motor-
cycle exploits, or whatever, At times we may have been a littkle
skgptical about the veraclty of much oF what he said, but the tales
were always entertaining. They vere., at the least, good flction.

o how that DPvt. Beauwvac had crdera Lo Be roturned o the Etates,
did he like Pwt. Ry¥an protest this decision made by the D.5. Govern-
mcnk, emphatically declaring his wish ko remain wich his old comrades?
Mo way. Like the most of us, had we been in hizs position, he was not
abount to Jeopardixe his present fortunate pppotrtunity with bravadoe.

I had earlier lganed bhim some mopey: and after he had packed and
was ready to leave., he glanced over to me with a wey smilce and said,
“T'11 zgend you your omoney ag sgon as I get to the States. Bowman. ™  oOf




COUrse, 1 kKnew the rascal wouldn't: and he didn't. His last words to
us were a chuckled, "see you later suckere."” He turned and walked
away amidst good-natured harengulng and gquickly disappezred over the
crest of & low hill-

O4n 8 July, we woere relieved by an infantry wnit and hawled to qur
lagt positien in Normandy. Jt was a large. gentle sloping hill with
cparge wvegetation. VYellow from the clay was the most prominent color.
Only occasional shells came in, encugh o remind us a8 war was sStill
going on. Sasuvalties were rare, but they did occur. Opne of thewm was
Egt. Jobt Fazuwlch whom I saw being led to the rear with a gaplng
¥ound where hils hicep had been. He wag returned bo the States.

Juet 3% in my discussion of Eicily and Italy we engaged in more
fighting tham I am relating here becauvse of lapse of memury. I know,
for example, that we engaged 1b house-to-hodse combat at least opnce,
hut I do nob repember the detalls sufficlently to warrant wrlting it
dawn.

After a short stay at the above meptioned posltion, we were moved
to a2 beach and loaded onko LET'a which returned us to Ergland om 113
July. There we resumed our trips into the surroundimg towne picking up
where we had left off in vur wvisits to the lpcal towns and clities:
lounging around and throwing darts in the Jolly ol' pubs, and fro-
licing with the 1acal dameele. But oh @ more sSerious nobe, we also
picked up where we had left off on our training; ané that was just as
harsk az anything we had experienced before. OFf corrse we, thoe lowe
rankers. that 15, dld not khow L€ at Ehe bime; bubk we were preparing
for a new invasion--the jump inteo Helland, operakion Market Garden.
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HOLLAWND [Market Garden)

The Jump on Holland was another dayllght combat jump; &od with no
flak while in the air, and no signiflcant enemy oppositicn immediately
after landing. The jump itself was unspectacular and upeventful. But
this was to be oply the calm befare the storm.

Upan landing we assembled at our designated areas wikthout the
confusion we expericnced cn a couple of our previcus combat jumps.
We hasbtened off the DE and began our movement o Ni1jmegen., but socme-
where along the way, we ran lnto some rathor heavy five pear the out-
afgirts of the cicy. T don't recall oech else of this encounter, but
we did zuffer zome casualtises. The next thing I remember, we had our
machine-gun set up wlthin the ¢ity Facing the Waal River potb Far from
The bridge. To our ilmmediote rear were rosidential homes, ipmaculate
and lpposing. The pecple came out and greetbted vz, They vere gxceed-
ingly friendly and conversed with us ln Englishk. Many. 1f not most,
could Epeak 1t wery well.

He exchanged delicacles; thovgh: of courge, they had litetle to
cffer, we gave chocoliatee and tobaggo products, mostly from C—ratlansz,
freely. We compared tobacce produgts-—ecme of the men nad clgars--and
I zensed that they were Aot particularly impressaed with ours which
snould not be surprising, I guoss, =ilnce CI's wobe glven only the
cheapery machine-made type. They, apparently. even under German olCu-
pation, wers used Lo egmething berter.

one notable eXceptlon to their frichdlliness was the unbrage thay
manifestoed whon Wwe called or referred to them ag "Dutch™.  "Ho, no. ve
not Dedtsch!" they invarlably and ipdigently protested. "Ve Nederlan-
disch. Deutsch over der", they would zay pointing to the south. {(OF
Course, woe now know that Ehe people we cali "German" call themsolwves
"heutsch™, It 15 lpteresting in this regard Lo note that the Fen-
nayivania Dutch are actually of German descent. Why the Americane
come to Ccall the Netherlanders "Dutch" I havwo TEVEL Enown. At any

rate. wheo my wife and I were owver there on June '04 during the eix-



eth anniversary of Normandy, I asked a few of them if they were how
offended Lo be called "Dutch" and they replied that they were not.
"Gut people." they replicd. The cones I queried, howsver, were of the
FYounger generaticon, snp l'm not sure If thesce sentiments are universal
avey there. )

Bukt this pacific congeniality we were enjoying was shorb as Ser-
man arbillery qulckly began its vengeful work. Qlase;, brick, and woo
from the stetely structures ralioed on us along with ghrapnel. Few
wvere the American soldiers who did not suffer aleong with ehe "putchme
oyer thelyr losses despite experiencing casuzltiez themselwez from the
mergiless 4B's. A small sliver of glaes or other debrla hit my hand
causing & }little blood to appear. The smart-ass assistant on my gun,
probably thinking of the embarrassing goof I made ih Normandy, sugges
ted I call the medica. [ ignored the sarcasm. BY the time we had
ieft our position here, many of the residences of the people who had
so warmly veloomed us here had, to our diamay, bkeen badly @zmaged or
de=ztrcyed and they. themselyes, ware renoved to a More sSgcure area,

An egually troubling emotional experience occurred at the epvir-
cna of Nijmegen. I have no ldea when it took place seguentially in
ouUr numercue =2ncounters at Holland, but we were ensconced defensively
in another residential area where 6-bys churped up beautlifully mand-
cured lawnz. The resldents here €id not seem to welcome us as ami-
cakly ag the previous ones. 5Suddenly, there came intao view & large,
low-{lying American bomber. We could hear the engines cutting inm
and ocut a9 Lthe pilob struguled with them. It initially appeared that
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it was coming directly at ws. Then it wveered a little to the left then

bade @ aharp left turn, steadily losing altitude as Lk dlsappeared
tehiind the trees and houses. Seconds later Wo 3aw a plume of smoke
arising at a distance behing the Lrees. and this was shortly Followed
Ey the soupnd of &4 crash and an explpaion. Witnessing the loea of the
tmerican crew and reflecting on their own feelings 4s they faced cer-
tain dZeath, deeply affected wus at the time. We Knew none could have
survived as the planme waz much oo low £or any 1o have bailed cut.
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Anpther unfprtunate gvent that I well remember but Cahnok reczll
the time or eequence or the location was wheo our gun: on which Frank
Equergherre apd 1 were, wag poslitioned along the edge of heavy wooda,
an unlikely place for an attack, I thought at the tinme., The powers-
that-be appatrently thought otbherwise, however; and the varised rounds
of artillery aned mortar shells that poured 4doWwh on us later seemed to
vindigcate thelr decision. Sometime around noon during a 1wll in the
bombardment, Lf. Mc Clean and PFo. Ulysses Emerick came hy carrylng
binoculars, clipboards, etc. and informed 105 bthey wowuld bhe forward of
our position. In other words, hold fire until they returned. Several
minwtes passcd with no shelling, then a mogrtar shell exploded o the
frank, cigser bthar uswal. Less than a minute passed after that when
Lt. Mc Clean appeared, blogd-splattered and visibly shaken exclalming
that Emerick had been ¥killed.

Lt. MoQlean survlved the war apd has atcended our reupionzg.
Erich Grove, a grand-pephew of Emerick alsgo attends gur reaniong on
GECASLONS -

There was ipn our cobpany a lleutenmant about wham it could be said
became & legend lp hig owh time, among the men of the regliment anyway.
Lt. Waverly W. Wray arrived in our company at or nazr the formation of
Cur regiment. He wae an upnusually etropg man., I euppose he cpuld,
without exagoeratlon. be called "Powerful'". Qrde time, for example, as
ve vere preparing for Slcily. throe men from the alr corp were steug-
gling on the tarmac to load one of gur eguipment bundles onto the
rlane. Hray was walking by at the time and gbkserved them for a moment
then picked the bag uwp and hefted it inside much to the amazemebnt of
the men. As he walked avay. one of tha men eXclalmed, "Geez, all you
patratroopers that strong!?" Well, no. A5 much as we'd like that
image., we'te not. He wag strong gven for & paratrigoper. And I guess
he could be called a paradex. Contrary t¢ the ugual ¢oarse, rascal-
lian image of rough paratroopcrs of the time, he meither zmoked, nor
drank., nor cufsed, nor ram around Wwith women. He waa from Miesissippil
and evidently serictly Followed the tenets of the church of that
region, except for the sixth commandment--in time of war, aonyway.

He was fearle=s ip hig pursuit of killing Gormans. Many accountse of
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iz feats attest to that. He would go where no man would dare tread
unleses he was leading them. In Normandy he was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cress, the Army's second highest award for his her-
oics. Since he was the platoon leader of another platoon, I had

never scrvwed under him. Then he wag assigned to lerd the first pla-
toon, along with other elementz of the company. on 8 mission to remeve
GCerman resistance alony railcoad tracks leading to ¢ bridge coruclal ko

Our advance.

on this misgion. Haynes wae again with me te the right Flank of
the asdv¥ance on the machine gun: and we and a number of riflemen.
including a HAR (Browning Automatic rifle) team, led by C¢pl. Julius
Elener tov the left, were svpporting Lt. Wray and Cpl. Lord as they
advanced up the tracks towvard the bridge. Wray was firlng &4 bazooka
at & controel tower, perhaps ten feet or 5o high from which heavy wnemy
Fire was comlng ahd blocking our way. He slood erecl while firing.
and, as was hig usual matnetr, made no effort to cooceal or otherwise
protect himself. He would fire the weapon, move a short distance--in
an upright position--wait for Lord to lead the rooket into the laun-
ther and hit the ground, then would agaim Ffire Lhe weapom. Such was
the constant cycle for those two as we advanced up the tracks. We on
the machine guns would fire a few hursts then move forward with the
bazooka team. Slnce the officer and WCQ ip charge were working on the
bozpoka, we. the supporting group, were Jeft pretky much to our own
lpitiatives. [n Fack, Maynes and [ did not thipk the tower the pri-
mary target until later in the operatiopn singe heavy Fire: mortar.
small arms, and, maybe, artlllery, wWere alsoc coming from different
directions at ground ievel. Some time after we concentrated our fire
at tho tower, our gun jammed. I glanced to my left aod was shocked to
note that Haynes waz nowhere in sight so assumed he had been hit and
lefr For the rear. (I later iearned that was exactly what had hap-
penet. When ] next saw biw in France following the campaicgno. he
chided me for ignoring him when he punched and yelled at me as he lay
"Irleeding to death". He was great for hyperboles, I guess: because of
the nolse and d4istractlion at the time, I was just obiivious to his
efforte.] 1 worked with the gun for a while trying to get it operat-
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ing again then.... Here I have & short memory lapse. The next thing
I remember 13 that ] was coptinuing vwp bthe tracks carrying & carbine,
probabkly one T had plcked up that was left by 2 casualty. At this
time I was some dietance behind the bazooka team and hasgtened to catch
ugp. A couple of men who had beetl hit paesed me golng ip the oppopite
direction, onhe of whot T rememkber wasé Eisner, who had a large chunk

of flesh torn from hile right ieq just above the kpese.

At ohe polnt of the advance while lying on my stemach fleing at
the towar, movement of Germang glightly to my right cawught my attent-
ion. They were runtilng oo a iow, coocrete platform, apparently heading
ter reinforce thelr Cowradee to our front., By the time T reposlitioned
myself ahd began firing at them, only the characterietic German bkoots
werg visible between the platform and the botiteom of a freight car
through which I was sighting. I emptied the carbine at them; buk
becauge of the small targets, the fast that I had., of course., never
zeroped=1in the wveapon, and the rapid pace at which Ehey wvere moving, I
an uncertain 1f wbhether I had hit a2 =zingle one of Lhem. Ome 414 fFall.
and I fired a couple of qQuick shote at him hefore he arcse and hast-
gned [(Hobbled?)] away, I believe without asaigtance.

How I had wished thep that I 8till had my machine gum. They'd
made ao almoat perfect target fFor ik, and then I'd known for certaln
that I had gotten rid of some of the enemy, a duty for which I had
been trainead. In combat one is often not sure of that. After all,
under these conditions., the enemy l1s In the grass Qr Woods camouws-
Flaged., or otherwige congealed just as we arae, and we are gcparated by
Fifty to a hundred yards of more. He know the enemy ls opt there
Fecause ve are receivirng fire from there. but we'll not always see him.
In consequence, we are ordered to cover & certain area. (In the caae
of marhine guns, to traverse the area and juset hope that some of the
enemy gets in the way of our bullets; and, of ¢courze, because of the
number ©f bulleke Flylng around. there will always be the unforbtunate
who do.] There ate alse occacslons that the ebemy doex expose himselrl.
such ag when movitg to another poeltion, or while attacking or retreat-
ingg. Under these conditlicohs we gometimes will see thed drop, but we
can rarely know iF it was a tactical mansuver ©n their partk or 1f he fell
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victim to the bullets of one of our combades who 15 as equally anxious
to get cid of the enemy.

Wnile I'm digresesing a little. I a3lsd #ish to comment oo the
reaultis of a etudy made sevoral years ago, and widely circulateg al
the time,. pertaining bto the hehavicy of saldiers in combat that sort
wf puzriee me a liktle. In the artliecle disclasing their findings., the
researchers concluded, gome way or another, that many =oldiera in com-
bat pever fire their weapone; ce, 1f they do. will fire them in the
air. Ffire tkem in the atr?! vnbellievabla! I do not know how they
arrived at thuat coneclugiesn, byt it seemsg incredible to me. After all,
those very soldiers?! liwes are on the line, and, so it would seem,

they are going to be inetinctively anxious to recove that threat as

gulckly as possible. From what I have Seen, the bhigger problem in
combak is that soldlcres are all too often too anxious to remocye the
threat. In other words, the higger problem {n combat ie, seemingly.
not that the soldier refuses to direct his fire at the socmy but that
he does s judiciously. Casualties by frichdly flro--from the "Evig-
gerhappy*—-I had ajways thought untll I read that article. was of
greater concern in combat; and there are, of gourse, many more of

these, than are reported.

How, to get back to our problems in thils singular engagement:
After emptying my cerbine at the Gormans oh the platform: I was now

-effectively without a weapon--an empty <arbipe with me and a jammed

machine gun eitting aomewhere tgo Lhe rear. T =till had my .45 and
thiee maguslirnes of ammo, but T felt ic futile and foolish to fire this
wreapah at that distance. [ thought about going to the rear fFur ammu=-
nition. But onoly ;morentarlly. I gquilckly recalized that if I ran back
to the rear in the midst of this heavy fire..., weil, it'd probably
have gone over--tc uzse & common acmy expreasion af the time--akout
like 3 smavk of shlk., 3o, I =tuck around, uselessly lying low thitking
1 mighi help later- Qur ranks were puw rFather depleted. Though I knew
others were s54ill with us, Lhe only ones I rcmember now age Jesse
Samaniego, Cpl. Weed, and Frank Aguerberre.



and all the while to my left-frome, just a shert distance away,
wore Cpl. Lord and Lt. Wray =till daing thelr thing: loadloag, firing.
and advancing, leading, flring..-.. FEnemy fire contirued to  increase-
Then: elther as Wray was preparing to firce another roond from his
bazooka, cor immediately after he had just finilshed firing one, I glim-
pged the sight of hig helmet flying off and he hit the ground on his
Fack. I svarted crawling in hiz direction at the same time as COpl.
Lord quickly inspected him. The corporal then stood wpr faced the
rear, waved his arm: and shouted. "Lek's qol”

Thus ended thiz ppgagement zs we hastened Lo the rear with Cpl.
Lord 1n the lead. As I rushed on, I heard pbullets zing by that spur-
red me on while gravel to our Front continued teo be Kicked up ky
ghelle znd small arms fire. After we reached the rear:. & gqulick
dehriefing Look place, primarily between Cpl. Lord and the oflicera.
Later a couple of the pffigers approached me and asked IiF I knew with
certalnty that Hray was dead. I had to explain to them with some
uneasloess that I dida't get all the way to the Jieutenant before we
ware ordered bo the rear. Thén one uf them sased closer and sharply
asked where my machlne-gun wais. With even greater uneasineas I had to
confess, "it was somewhere up there," asg I poloted ko the front.
Feproach Followed. After all, it's axMiomatile that a scldler keoops his
Wweapon within immediate reach at all times; and here's mine & long way
cfEf. True, [ had no assigtant ko help me carry it and Lbhe tripod. bt
an gir-cecled machine-gun (technically called a "light"™ machine-gun;
van be carried by ohe man without his being slowed down a whole lot.
At the time, I Just had no answer at all as to why I dldn't think
apout bringing Lhat weapon back with me. At any rate, I did get it
back shortly, whether retrieved by myself or by zoweone elee. bBecause
I remenber belng directed o fire the gun in the winéows of several
nonse s juat alfter we returned from Ouy recent tebacle., I Ao not
remawmber a2 whole lot about this last confllot; therefore, assume iLb

was only a shork, routine epcounter.

Epilogue to and reflegtjons on the Wray tragedy:
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Lt. Wray wag recompended for the Congressional Medal of Hooor for
his hereles but was given a lesser award. After we were relieved at
Holland, we were =ent to Suippes, France. HNere, at a parade Cpl. Lord
was awarded a Silver S5tar for hls meritoricue service during the
attack, and leading the men back to the rear. "Hcll, the only Teasch
bhe led wa to the rear.” opined a few wags at the time, "was because
nebody could catch up with him." Hut this flippent remark should not
be taken scriopusly. With the tension and duress we were under ut the
time, when the ordcr came bto withdraw, T don't think anvbody wasted
time guestigning %the declsion: and the bullets whistllng by us spurr&d'

s to ever greater speed.  IF any could have passed him, I'm sure they
would have.

Actuwally what fpl. Lord did during the attack I thought wae
herclc. His standiog up Fully expecsing himself o cnemy Flre while
loading the bazooka for the suicidal Wray was all that could be expec-
ted of apyone. And I say “sulcidal” Wrazy because of what I perceived
to be tEhe mind-get of the lleubkenant at the time, I can oot loagloe
how this engagement could have concluded any other way. Consider: WwWe
Wors o the attack, expoaad, and ootnembetred and Lhe enemy was entren-
ched or oLherwise well #overed. Under theepe circumstances there wero
two alternativegs--wilthdravwal or death; and for Lt. Wray, I d9o oot
beliave the former cowld ever have been an alternative.

Svmetime latet, I believe it was near the end of ocur Hellabd Ccam-
ERign, our platoon wag involwed in an encounter along the Maas-Waal
canal. I remumber o short nighttime engagement in which Frank Aguer-
rebere and I were lnwvolvyed on the machine gun. 1 3o not recall any
castcalties on our slide but as we comtinued our advance we passed by
gEvVeral] dead Germahs.

The following marning we zrrived at o brick Factory along the
“anal where the company command post was set up. Agucerrebere and I
wvere guided to a poeEitien ahowot 2 mile avay which would be our defeb-
sive posltion for a4 conaiderable period of time. Here we were toid to,
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ghplace our gun at a loxyricus, by foxhole standards, two-troom fox-
hole which was. for some colneldental reasen. facing in the proper
direction--toward the Gerwan lines. It was an ideal machine-gun posit-
lon with a covered room for onc to slecp and an open adjoinihg room For
one to stand guard and wide enough to accommodate twe men durilng action.
Here, we awaited an attack, or tcounterattack; But o fwll-scale one
never came though the anxiety from the expectation of one persisted.

One time, while there, I was called to company headquarkers apd
given a number of gremades--close ko a dozen [ suppose--apd told that
after nightfall to carry them to the crest of the hill., which was pro-
Lably lesa than filty yards from my emplacement, and to btoss them at
the buildings along the edge of the canal and bo report any ackivi-
Lies. Strange order it zeemed; but never cne to guestion orders from
my superiors, at nearly mldnight I proceeded to carry this one out.
There was a little moonlight; and when I toseed the firet couple or
three, I oould see they were falling Far shert. So, ln a erouched
rposture, I ran kuch cloeer to where I was sure I could reach my barc-
geta. The one Roguiling attraction te throwing hand grenades ls
that the thiower 15 aware that the enemy will probahly never know from
Which direction they came. Thus assured, I gcattered the repalning
yrenades with abandon and witnessed no activity whabsoever. Greak, I
thouwght, but when T reported this to headquarters, the offigere skared
in dlsbelief as they gritled and then dlismissed me. Well, whéere had I
gone wronyg, I wondered, since T obvlously did ot get the desired
reaponse’?

Thae Following Hay. o perhape ic was the second day Following,
geveral men led by an officer and NCO in bread daylight, passed by vur
emplacement and cavalierly fellowed the same path I did down towvard
the canal as though on 2 dunday strolli. They returned shorkly: and

from what T learned later. my report of "oo activityr down there wasz
vindicated.

fur greatest threat® at this position came from infreguent H8
barrages and the more frequent gheliing from demoralizing rockots
referred L0 colloguially as "howling™ or "screaming mimmies™. These
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were Five--usnally five——-eircularly bound rockets approximately six
inches 1n diadeter. Each one cootained over 20 pounds gof explosives
atid vare mounted on two-wheelef trailers far mobilify. The five rock-
£ts Yould be filred seguentially--a barrage of five. Being concugsion
veapons, they vwere not as lethal to personnel az the 88's; but they
vere highly destructive of buildioge and emplacementzs, Thiz, and their
tharacteristic ahrasive or screeching scund, which gawve them their
informal name, followad by five powerful explosions 1p suege=aion,

also gave then sianificant demoralizing value.

Well, iLhere was this one bimc whet I was alope on the machine gun
(Auerrebere had besn ¢alled back to company headguartere) when I
heard the discomEorting loud screeching which by now had become eg
famillar. I felt, by the low rumblling umound coming in that this bar-
rage of flve was golngy to ke close, 0 I craved back ionto the covered
part of the hole. Rig mistake! When the shells bBilt, the conrussion
cawed in the upper portion of the walle and allowed the heavy earthern
Focf to Oollapse Lrkapping me beneath. Fortunalely, some offigers From
hattalion headanarters were standing arpund nearby, presumahly =sur-
veying and discussing the meritsfdemerita of their position: and when
the shelleg hit, they. I'm sure, had flattened themaelves on the ground.
Since the shrapnel from these shells was minimal, 2n0d since the offi-
cers ware not within a structure and were further away from tho
exploeione than I, they emerged unscathed. They immediately shouted
"You okay HBawman?" I replied that | wae but ceouldn't move. They
asglsted me In frociog myeelf. I suffered only a alight, momentary
nozsebleed, gither from the cobncussion or From some debris. The really
Interesting part of this incident, and somewhat flattering. T guUess.
vag that those battalion officers knew the name of a lowly FEc. out on
the Eringes of thelr command. I imaglne, though, that they picked up
this informatien as they passed through company headouarters.

The disturbing fact now wes thal our comfortable "home" wWas now
in shamkles. Aguerrebere and I =Epent much of owr remalning time Lhere
on restoration. He never completed the job. however: hefore we were
relieved by another group and. force marched toward snother area.

LaD



Fostscript to the above operation

After the watr this operation would occasionally return Lo @y
memary, as would rost operations, engagemente., and other evepnts of the
war, and, ilndeced, all facets of our ijves, often at the BLrangest
time. There «ame a time:. however, wheno the name of the perscn on thak
gun with me faded away, and try a5 I may to recall the vame, 1Lt never
returned to we. He had been a replacement--came to uws just before our
jump in Holland--and T usuvally didn't retain those nawes as well as [
did those pf the old-timers. Then at the Orlando Beunion in 1997,
Frank Aguerrebere introduced himsEelf to me az the other membker of the
machine gun team zlong the canal &t Heliand.  [Thie was the ficst tiwme
I had Seepn him eioce the war, but he and hie beautiful wife and daugh-
ters have come qulte regularly since then. ) He then confessed, in
his finimitable way, that he had deecp reservatlons about being on bhe
gun with me kecausze pf my voige that rparrded and that I "didn"t kKnow
how $o whisper" when the epemy lines were so clpge. Then he went on
to say that e wax alarmed about the atount of smoke that spewed ocub
of my pipe that could ketray our poslition to the spemy. {I'd never
thought of that s bhelng & danger of exposure. I pever smoked at
night, of courge, No one did. But during the 42v...7] A&t apny rate,
he went on to say thal after he Jearmed I had never bheen hit through
all these campaigns, "I want to stick arpund with that man.” I don't
think I ever told him that "Rebel" Haynes had different Eenbiments
dbout me in this regard. He complained, "every time I got argund Bow-

man, I got hit.™ He remiaded me of this a couple of cimes an the phone I
after the war. Haynees was great for exaggeration, however. I Kpow
that he earped at leazt a Couple, perhaps three of his five purple
hearts:, when hg was nowhere arcund me. He, apparently. attracted
shrapnel like a magnst. Aguerrebere was alzp hit later, bubk he was
nowherg sround me then. I don't know if there la a moral to this
of nok.

Around kEhis time, we had again run short of rationts bedause again
the weather had prevented flights frow England. And we, at the samhe



time were ocrd2ered not to appeal to the Hollanders Eor assistance.

jome of ihe soldierse did. howewer; and the cliticenry gave very gener-
auely though they. Lhem=selves were very short of supplies. Some of
the men ¢ame across cane of ratiops 1eft behind by the retreating Ger-
mans. Tt #az rumored to bhave besen horse meat. I ran't wouch for
that, but it did have a gritty teXture and tasted like nothlog I ever
had kefore. When opne 1z hungry <bough, I suppese he'll eat almost
anythlng.

Now, to get back to the forced march. We had heen trawveling at a
fast pace for eome time when a couple of recent replacements. Arthur
SKlnnor and George Ruwe began bickering with sach gther. &0 here we
ate now, hungry, thirsty, nearly exhavated, sleepy [it was argund mid-
night], baroly abie to zlog along and these kwo men have engugh energy
to squander on disputations. Not only that, but they soon began slug-
ging eazh other. OFf course, with both being as weary as they must
have beep and carrylog the heavy eguipment they did, neither could
have dong much damage Lo the other. They wero guickly separated, and
we Ccontinued to gur destinaticn.

Fogtegrlipk: The 1lrasclble SkKibner was killed in the following Arden-

' Campaigr. The likakle Fowe lg 5t111 around aod he and hls alirac-
tive Wife freguently attend our reupigps.

nes

From what I 1earned later. the rrascon for the shortage of food
and egquipment wae due to heawvy tains which began Falling aftor the
Bind shuuld have been pulled ocut of Holland acecrding bo eskbaklished
doctrine for airborne units. These units are melther prepared nor
eguipped for eXxXtended operatlons, but Field Karshall Hontgomery
coerced the divislon to remaib for about another month; thue expoaing
the persopnel to greater deprilvation and casualtiee becausze of limited
guppliez to beglp with and bhe later inability of the air corp to
adequately resupply the krocps due toe inclement weather.

Finally, 13 November, the division was relieved by Canadlan

forces, and we of the 82nd, loocked in anxipus anticipation of retorn-

ing to England for our descrved rest and recreation.
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ARLGENNEE {The Bulge)

Foliowing the Holland campaign: members of our unit looked fora-
ward to returning to England. To ourl diswmay, howewer, we ware
transported by truck to France and arrived at Suippes 14 November
1%44. Dut Sulppes, France ended up not being €o bad after all--
Eiircy women. pretty geod food, and lots of lelsure. 2nd, the war was
nearly ovelr:. SUch we learnmed (rom Ehe "Stars and Sccipes®, anyway: So
we gektled down te enjoy the halidays. Thanksgiving was as good as
couwld ke expected away Erom home, and Christmas wae fast approaching.
To further adé t¢ our composure werfe the various reports atfirming
the rapid advances of Patton and allied forces to Berlinm. I, £or ohe,
aniiously awaited the weekly arrival of “Stars and Stripes™ ao 1 could
pervse thelr updated maps chat portrayed how far the Allied forces had
advanced Lowvard Berlin since the previous week.

Everything wag rosy. Restraintg were minimal, and the men rcame
and went rather much at willl: and curfew wag relaxed. Occasionally,
some would return to bhelr gquartera after a night of wild partying
and disturb thoee who remained at camp. &nd 50 it was in the wee
houwrs of 1lE December 1944 when we were awakened by raucous lauvghter
and bolsterows voices of inebriatkes louudly exclaiming how they had
carrlied one of their more inebriated cvelebrates back in a wheelbarrow
they nad conflscated from one of bthe citdizenry. They were soon gule-
ted, and we wenl back ko sleep. But not for long. Sometime bBeFore
Jdawn We were again arcuged. this time by urgent commands ko pack Qur
fleld egqulpmont and prepare to move out. Noe furkher explanationa ware
given 4t the time., Ke wore jest handed HE-ratiecn= apnd told to mount
the "aixbys" idling near hy. Of courae, it didn't take any great
imagination to figure out that something of crucial importance had
transplred: and as we continned our siow, tortucus trek morth, rumors
cirgculated that a German breakthrough had developed, the magnitude of
vhich wonld not be kKnown by ﬁs unkil laker.

The Battle of the Ardennes, az 1t became officially ralled but
more popularly known 2 the CGatitle of the Bulge, would ke cur Fifth



Ardennes Campalgn. Belgium, sooetime Leforse the snov [ell.

Far right. standing: Dpavid Bowman
Left-front of Bowman, standing: Stanley Rotlartz
Far 1eft, kpeeling: Melvin F. "HP" Brown

The only three known by name.
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campaign. Fought ip the winter of '44-'45 not far from the Norkh Sea
against a desperate German army, it wag destined to be ranked among
our moet grueling and Banguinary eocountera.

Our company's initial assignment was b0 uccepy o defensive posit-
lon just south of Trois Pont, & town by the Salm River in Belgilum.
Here we remained for over a week suffering through the cold. 0On
Christmas day the voMpany coecks, almost miraculously. managed to send
ks a fine turkey dinner with alt rhe trimmings! Though not exactly
hot, it was s5t111 a welcome relief From the K and 0 raktons regularly
served us sinpce leaving Suippes. And to add 1o che plaudits earned by
our CcoOKSs ls the fact that the majority of the company cooks did not
even attampt such a feat. PBuk & tragedy was soon to cocur that damp-
ened the joy ofF @ fFinhe feast and the apirit of Christmas.

At Treoig Pont our platoon (the first) was positicned onm high
ground ovetrlooking long, heavlily copstructed brick buildings occupied
hy Cerman snipere. These begame the targets for strafing and bombling
by P-47's on Chrietmas day. Unfortunately. whille we loowed an in
gratlitude at what the air corp was doivng for vz, one of the 500 pound
Fombks went asgtray and hit scome of our men pogitioned on the lower
ground, killing and woundipg several of them. One of bthew killed was
Cpl. Hatald Schramm, with whom I develgped o Certalp closenezs singe
ke was from the nearby town of Wheeling, W.¥a. Hie aunk, in farck,
lived only & mile gr 20 away., a beighker in farming-community perspec-

Live. Othuers killed that I remember were Sgte. Donald 0ids and Henry
Jakiela.

AL a recent revnion, I encountered an old tpooper who dizputed my
regollection and declared that "JTake" Jakiela had keen killed earl-
lery by a sniper. Bt the most recent reunjcgn I struck up a Cconvers-
ion with anpothey one. Jesse Samanlogoe, who argued insistently that
the sergeant had heen killed by one of his cwn men. 3 "bErlgger-
fappy" recont replacement. Three wvergions. Here, now, 1a a clas-
EiCc example, not too uncommon 2t Feunionag, where one person “wiwvidly®™
remgmbers an evepnt 1n whlch both had participated or had wlitnessoed
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s much differently bthan the way others "vivldly"™ remembher the same
cvent; and, sadly. there's no way the conflict can be resalved.
afcer all, "that 1s the way I viwvidly remcmber soeing 187

At any rate, Jakiela's body was lying «with thoge Killed by the
errant bkomhb. That evening after pightfall William Hennett, myself,
and two others were detailed to remove the bodies. When we Arrciwed
where they had been stacked, a Jeep with a trailer was 1dliag nearby.
Az callous 3= it may sound, we simply plicked each Uup by the shoulder
and feet and tossed him into the traller much as one wowld so many
qunny Sacky full of feed. {One touching mament in thie whole episode
came When Jakiela's body began to roll gff. Hennettk, hiz close friend,
grabbed and repositlioned him, at the =zame time saying in a =moothing
and capually lanktimate way "hold on there, Jake". The jeep then pulled
off without a second glamce from any of ue, a scenerio much different
from the way Hollypwood would have portraryed a comparakble soonc.

Shortly afker Christmas one of QUF men was =Skruck by a pullet
firgd from one of the buildings pearby, and when Lt. Charlea "Franken-
glein™ Quall=, a giant aof & man. weni. t£o hizs rescue, he, in turn, was
fatally shobk. These two violent actions prompted efforts ko rid the
area of any further German Lheeats., The targeted bnallding,. the one
nearesit us, perhaps a hupndred or mere feet in length, Zat on a con-
vrete foutndation several Feet above the ground that extended approx-
imately four feet ip fromt OF the building; thus., cresting a platform
ar Geck that counld be ueed ag a walkway. The buwilding was solid brick
With 0o windows, only doorways with no doors, spaced around ten feek
apact. T bave no idea what theirc origimal purpose was, bBubk ono of
them wae now helng wsed kY the Germans as a shelter for snipers.
Several of us from different platoons were detalled to rid the build-
ing ¢losest o our positlons of any of the enemy Lhat may be inside.
There was now nog evidence of epcwy fire comlpg from any of the other
buildioge.

Sothetime after darkoess fell., each ©f us was given an incendiarcy

grenade and told to carry out the operation ag instructed earlier: To



‘stealthly creep slong the walkway and post ourselves at the edge of
our agslgned Goorways. Upon signal, the firing of a flare:. we would
pull ¢he pip and toss the grenade through the cpenlpg thep rugh back
to the asseembly area. We were further cauticoned that the grepades
must be thrown seguentially--that isg, the First thrown would be bthe
one¢ furthest down then on o the neagest =0 ag Lo minimize the chances
of anyone beirg hit gy Lhe residuals of the burning grenades that
wpguld certalnly be flying ocut of the openings after they exploded.
Eince 1 wagz at the furtherest end, 1t was incumbent that I throw mipe
flret. Eut vhen I attempited Lo pull the pin it would not come out.
Cureirg. ] again plnced the ends of the pin and agaln jerked on the
ring. Still i¢ dld pnot bwdae. ODesperately, I gave 2 couple of more
vanks and fipaily Lt dlslodged and the lever floew of . The grenade
oow armed, I teoesegd it bthrough the openlng and took off. By thisg
tiow. however, the grenades further down the line were spev¥ing out
thelr kurnlng fragmeots. Bealizlog there was onothling elee I could do I
rushed by them ag rapldly as I could as I smelled my heavy wool Oover-
codat burning. Owvercoal burnoed, but at least I emerged unscathed.

Upon returning to the aseembly point, ap officer,. the eame one who
admenlshed me aboutk leaving my machlioe gun behind io Holland, looked
at me and my smoldering coat. shook his heasd and scoffed. "Fouled up
agaln, didn't you, Bowmah". as he put hie hand on my shoulder and eent

mE 0Ok my wavr.

As [ retvrned to my emplacement, I wondered how in the hell d4id I
manage Lo get that one damn grenade with the faulty firing pin anyway.
At any rate., I did complete oy miseion, such as it was,., and that sarp-
castlic lieutepant can ...- &Abd, actwally, he didn't really use the
lose reproachful term "'fouledt up* eithor.

I really vondered then if any of the enemy had been holed up
there at the tlme we threw £he grenades. But I alec thought 1f
there had keep, they'd cortainly be harmless enough nowp; and the
fact that therw was no further sniper fire from thet area for the
duration of our Stay, convingced most that oor operation had becn a
EUCCESS, '

in
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{3ecveral years ago abk one of our rewniona, a few of us were remi-
hiscing ahout thiz event; and when T finished my spiel. one of bhe
mepbersz directed a comment to me, "No. you d1d not geot that ooe ogd
grenade. I also goet one myself, but after @ couple of guick tugs I
jusk tossed it with the plo sklll in. I wasn't about to play the daon
foa)." We lauvwghed understandingly- He then went on. "Hell who <nows,
1t may have hit =zcme Krawt on the head and given him a coacussion.-}

Ever since we had been positioned near Tredis Pont, the cold. win-
ter temperature had been zteadily dropping, and Kespling watrm. parbic-—
uvlarly at olght, became ilncreasingly difficult. We sob our =leeping
bags atop leavers ané other dry material to insulate us as much as pos-
slhle from the frozenm groound, and atop our sleeping bags we placed pur
overceats. I[. myselE. always wore two pales of wool socks then put my
boots aver them. Still. since the books were not inaulated., 1 would
avwaken oh occasions wikh cold feet which I attempted to remedy by get-
ting out of the mack and jumping up and down or walking around while
thooting the bull with others experiencing bthe same pain., them crawl
Back into the now Cold sleeping bag. I'm sure there were times I
ragrelted I had nol ctemainged in the alir corp.

Though all thls was bBad enough and v Lhought we had reached the
limits of our epdurance, VWorse wag yelb to come. Shortly after the
berginoning of the new year of 1945, we were relieved from our defeasive
bosition by an infupntry unit and placed on an offensive posture. This
meant that we were regulred to turn in our 2leeping bags, overcoats.
and octher egulpmcent not essentlal for combat whille the temperature
continued its steady drop to ferc.  We still Kept our field jackets,
gloves, and a lighLt-waol cap under our hgelmet that protecteg our ears
from the chill. Hhen we started out, & light powder of =now Cavered
the ground from previous days' snowfazll, but che weather was now clear
gt we began our march shortly after dawn. Svon, however. Light flakes
fell that became heavier as we trudged on; but the bemperakture, €
anything. seemed to rise. Qr perhaps it was the guickened pace that
made it feel that way. But 1he snowfall itself contioued unabated
It never Eqached

until we could === only a short distance before us.
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blizzard proportiona, but the accumulation did reach such depths that
it impeded our progreas.

Combined with Lhe duress suffered from the effects of cocld and
ENOW, wWas the uneasiness resultant of sporadic incoming artiliery Fire
nf different Sorts--moriars, HB's, howitzers. | passed by one man
with whom I had a paseing acguaintance. He used to be in one of the
hoadgquarters--battallon, Fegiment--kut he got into some kind af trou-
hle and was reaseigned toe a rifle company. a place for which, I'm sure,
he was not catlrely prepaked. He was nov lying In a low ciearing a
ehort dietance from the path we were travellng. He had been hit in
tine left buttocks by shrapnel. a large picce, 50 itk appeared, a5 Some
of the muacle, tendons, and other flecshy parls were hanging owut. But
he scemed to be in good spirits as he smiled and vaved nonchalantly as
T paszed. evidence thal he had, at the least, been treated with mor-
phine and was now awaitipg the arrival of tramsportation to be takKen
te the rear. It did not appeat that any vital arca had been hib, bt
I later learned he had died. Pogsikly from oxposure, as did many of
the wounded onb both sides during this campalgn.

wormally the wounded could expect Lo be treated on the Epot cr in
a covered pgsitian nearby by the wunit medics then tranapcrted to the
rear for more exlbensive trcatmotht Ef necessary. Puk the situation was
now differentbk. All avajlable vehlcleos were now abysmally ihadequate
tv carry the wounded; the medlcs, themselves, were sufferlng unusually
high caswalties, and the hgavy =ocw apd cxitremge ¢old copstantly crip-
rled efforts everywhere. As & result, Lhe zeverely wounded, the oon-
ambulatory, who could pormally be eXpected to be carried by vehicle to
4 hoapitul Iin the rear, were now freguently destined to remain where
Lthey had Fallen, often even withoubk the comfort that would come from
morphine. (Although all were lnstructed on the means of injecting him-
gplf with morphine when necesgary. not all were always 1b position to
do so). For such unfortupater, anaigesia would come only with the
numbness of C¢coald and the cgwer of anow.

Later Lhat evening we stopped for rest, ¥-rations, and sleep.
Sleep? I dan'k thimk any of us 9ot much of that, what With che sub-
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zerg weather and the snew coupled with the factk that the unly covering
we had were bhe clebbes we had with us,. wWe spent most of the time
moving and jumping around to keep warm, In fact, it wae very ouch of
& rellcE when in the wee hours of the moroing we heard the order to
TR up and moye out. We may have spent several nights =such as thatk,
Somewvhore and somctime later cour march was intercupted by conslderable
small-arm= Fire apd a smattering of artlllery. Now, wvhether w0 were
attacked or went into the aktack ] do not recgall: at any rate, we =oon
weht iote the assautt posture and rovted the ENEMY - In the end;, we
were rewvarded wlth many prisocoers, though af guite a high cost to ouc-

selves including my asslstant gunoer wha wae replaced by 2 rifleman.

After this engagement, our platoon appabently was placed oear bhe
rear of our company sioce I pasgsed By the bodles of scome Of OUur men.
Tvd chat T remeober were Pwvt. Alexapdoer Wilkersoh lyling obn kis hack and
vt . Joseph Zahachewski on hiz =2romach with bhi=s fFars buricd in the snow
{I later learned—-about sixty years later! frem Frank Bilich, 3 man
wikth an enviable memcry who keeps up with such things--that “ahachewski
now 1ives 1n the mld-wesk). After passing that lagt casualty, we made a
charp tutn to the rlght bhen, after a short distance, a sharp one to the
left. There I vithessed o depressing sight--one that to varyiog degrees
has haunted me teo this day. 00 a shallow slope several Yards away to
our right kneeled a wailing young woman hy her yeung son{?) beating che
ground with her fists--a wirtual living portrait of the wailing woman
in Picasse's "Gurnica™. But this woman could por have cradled her
Eon's head in her arms az did Plcasso's uwoman- This chlld's braln was
1¥ving in a mass on the snow-covered ground. Seyveral times T saw her
raize her arwms and bhlt this frusen, snow-covered ground with her Eists
in anguish as we walked by, Cows, ralmly chewing away stood nearby,
and a small light-colored house with smoke whifting from the chimney
a short distance away brings up gqueskions. The boy, was he sent by
his mother to bring in the cows, and the fierce shelliog caught bokh
off guard? And the young smother. Did the sukE=fregesing weather evepk-
ually force her to the warmth of her house? If so. could she have
remzlned there as the snow mercilessly covered beor child's body? OF
did Ehe_ippnngulahkgnaqd Ghli?jpu? ta timc and.Eq;d rcmain py_his body
untll she, herself, succumbed and was klanketed Alocng with the oy by



her side under the relentless snow? ] have often wondered what hap-
pened to that grieving ryoung lady in the snow.

As we moved along,. now aboot 10 Janwary, the Show rose above our
arnklesa, then tg our Knees and above, nearly to our waist®. [Dusk
arrived and we f£inally came t& a halt at what would be our hivouac
area., and this right in the midet of harassing flre from aporadic
artlllery shells., 2= we were meandering around waiting to be told our
poslelens for the nighe, Frank %ilanskis and Stanley Kartlarz., smiling,
yelled from a short distance away, "Hey., Powmah. we thought vou had
been killed back at _ “. It 3o happen=d that when they had

come acrossa Zahachewski, whom they, like me, thought wae dead: they
were sure it was me since they could zee only his back and black,

kinky halr. Their nonchalance about the whole affair wos sort of
ungettling to me momentarily. T'd hoped for & litkle solemnity by my
comrades if I'd kecen Killed. But why showtie I? Apnd why should It have
bothered me? JI the situsticon had been reversed: 1°'d prohably not even
have menticned it. Such becomes the attitude of men after much bime

ln combat, ewven of their good friends.

The assistant gunner and I were soon directed ko our positicen apd
to cur pleazure, ocur wipter gear: overcoats, sleeping bage, etc. were
finally returned to ua. We get up the gun and flopped down. I was
Eeglnning to become comfortabhle--well. s comfortable as poseibkle in
two ko three foct of anow at rero degrees--when I recelved word to
report Lo company headguarters. T always hated =uch grders. TUs=swally
nothing good comez of them. Af I slogged my way over, a shell explo-
fded near the headguarters, and activiky theee lncreased. I guickened
my pace, and upot arriwval saw Cpl. Olszewski 1yving on the grownd with
bloca pouring from the ared around his heart. The company clerx.
Henry Matselle, who wag stahding nearby, told me the blogd had been
Spurting out like a miniaturc geyser. A captured GCerman officer whe
had been standing by observing the whole thihg coldly mumbled "Kaputt"
and walked awvay-

Dlszewskl Jead., That was hard Lo take. He wazs ane of the old-
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timers, both in age and in the time zspent with the 505. He was in his
early 30'e and came inte the '05 at the beginning--at the frying-gan
area, and remained with uz throughout. He was a stout, etrongiy-cuilt
mesomorph whose only weaknesz wae that he Found it difficult to keep
up o8 our frequent sprees of double-timing. One of the rare times
when he dropped out, T heard bim bitterly moan, "they cdo't make o
race linrkse cut of a work horse." I duo not recall bhis ever missing any
combak at all--from wounds or from illness,.  Now, near the end of the
war he iz Killed. A5 has oft been gald, "It's all as 1n the toss of
the dice."

I stoud there for a moment musing then went on into the head-
guarters. Thore I was given ao M-1 and ioformed that Melvin . "M.B"
Brown and 1 wouwld conduct prisonors to the rear. Two Hen with M-1's
to conduct a large number of "supermen™ to the rear. A daunting tasks
I thought. We lined them wp in €ouble. or triple. columns and marched
them off on a8 well-traveled, gravel road that was in zome places nearly
Cleal of snow. After Qoing a mile or %o ipto the desp woods, LLown
Aphroached me and Suggested that we get rjd of these 5.{0.0.'=s and go
on back bo our unit. I studieg bhim a little, uncertaln if he was Eer-
ious or not. In the shaded moonlight I could observe only a straight
face. M.F. EBErowhn was tall, raw-bopned, and rugged. Blond-haired and bBluem
eved, the guinteszential Aaryan. Adcoilf would have heen proud of him. and
ke wax o damn good scldier. Among the best: byt there were Limes. it
seemed to me, that he went a little ocut of hiz way to create a reck-
less, macho lmage; and this ie what I suspected he was doing now because

ole' M. P, wagn't stupid. Twao men with H-1's against thirbky-plus enemy?
I don't thionk eo. And IT'm sure he, like I, coutd not scomach the
thought of Killiog ln cold blood, aoywey. (I have seuvmetimes wondered
wvhat higz expresslicn and reacklon would have been had I sald, "Hay,
that's a great idea, Brown., Let's do itf* I'm nearly @ hundred
percent sure he'd have guickly backed down.} But I juskt played

hig yume, in a senge, apd simply told him that I preferred to-con-
tihue on to the rear for some warmith:. hol coffee and doughnuts, and

to purchase scme deligacles from the P.X. [Though it was now late

in the cvening, the both of ws, for gome reason, bogk iE For granted



that such amenities would sLill ke availabkle). Brown acceded to my
Sugdesticn without comment; and when we arrlved @t the compound. he
handed the gquards the papere given uz at cur headguarters. The guarde
made @ guick fount of the prieocpers and dismizsed us. The fact that
two mern could eacort such o large nunher of prisoners through a dens-—
ely forested countryside for a conEiderabie distance without lesing a
zingle opne attests to the more compliant attitude of the ance-proud
und defiantg German soldierc. Frigid weather and defeatiasm had deone
their job.

After taking advantage of the services offered at the encampment.
w2 bEegan our return to Ehe frontk. As we neared the terminue af the
encampment abd abaut to enker the darkhess of the forest, we passed a
large aid statien; and Erown, who had bheen sniffling throughaout this
whole ordeal, said he wanted to stop by and pivkup some medication.
Tpon edberinog the warm Sent, bthe pedics greeted us congenially and
cffered us coffee, cogkies, ebo., ¥hich. though we had juet recentiy
eaten cur fill, wg Ccould not degling. They treated Erown then asked
if there were any other problieme. He then suggested that they lock at
his Fect. (Since vwe entered bhis campaigo, we had been glven occas-
igpal, somevhat porfuockory warnlngs abovt Frostbite. its symptome, and
preventive care. [Lrown thought he felt some of the symptome.) lie
removed hig foolwear as requeated, and after lbhepection wae taid he
¥as 1o good shape. They thep turned Lo me angd asked how my feset were.
I replied that they felt QK and prepacred Lo leave. I juet didn't wish
tu go through the bother [and embarrazsment gipce I knew thoat my feet.
like avery other part of my body zmelled} of removing my Looks and
gocks., BHut, for some reason we «were detalned for awhile. I think they
contiowed furthee cxamlnations o0f Brown whose cold symptomg bLhey
secmed concerned about. Then s we again burned to leave, a doptor
azked. or ordersd, thal T roemove my (oot gQear. He LWook gne loaok at my
feet and without heeition pointed to a stretcher and told me o et ol

it and, he emphazized, "stay oo it."

a5 I lay on the stretcher contemplating the pregent Sltuwation, I
Eegan to have mixed feelings. This quooset hut was warn anod cloamn

te.
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providing Comfort I hado't felt in a long tiwe, and the Cood. I knew.
wvould be mpuch better than E would get after refurning Lo my COmMpany-
Dt now BHBrown was fordced té return to the unit on thiszs cold,. cheerless
night by himself. When bhe bade me good-bye, he 4id so with a foreed
gmiie., but his bkody language bekrayed that he mey have becn a llttle
perturbed, or perhaps disappointed, nr perhaps both. And therc was an
additional reazon for my discomforting thoughts. perhaps:. 5illy and
nomsensical bBEOo Soone s I had Been in this upilk.-same divieien, same
regiment, same battalion and company, same platoon, and even the same
squad--since belng assigned to the "05. And 1 had ngver micssed a
gingle day of comhat, or even a day of training that I can think of.

I was sort of proud of that. After all, not too many machlpne-guaonery
could boast of that--and T did. eon occaslions, get an "ata-boy" pak on
the back for it-. True, though, I did acquire majaria in Sicily, and I
waz forced to leave the unlt early in WNormaemdy. But in each cage, the
fightlpg was owver when I left. Thig time, howewver, the tcampaign still
had a lonp way to go {Though I learned later that for the 505th, the
Ardepnes’ rampaign wus not bo last much lohger ).

Then & paby of uilt hit me: Why did I bappen to come dowh Wwith
froet bite? Brown didn't, and T don't believe the majority of the men
did. Lid T neglect t0 dJo sSumcthing to have prevented it? We had been
instructed to vub outr [octk and take other precautionary uctions at
every ocpportuniiy. Hub when camcs the opportunity? We mabkched or
fought until we got & break, then wo flopped down from fatlgue.,  And
gvietn if we had had the energy to have undertakKen preventive weasures,
we s5till wouwld wot have had the time. Hut why was I among the minocr-
ey to come down with frostbite?

“The above lamest is actually a reflection gf my feeslings at the
cime. I have sloce learned bEhat in reality the vast majority of men
vho went through the whole campaign. particularly after the severe
¥eather hit, suffered frosgibite to Some degree of ancther. B signi-
ficant number, however, escaped frosbbite when they were sent to the
Yedr warly from wounds. When the subject was brought up at a recent
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reunforn, DE. Franco, a unit medical of ficer, dreyly retorted, whoe
didn*t get 1t [frost bitel]? Don Ellis quickly answered that he

didn t. that he went throwgh the whole campelgn without injucy.
wounds, or frosctbite. There were, on the other hand, sobe Whoae
Erosthile was of such severity that their only recourer wWas imputat-
ion. Such are the vagueries and intangibles of 1ife.

Yeh, amputationa. That's zomething to think akout, and somcthiog
I've thought about at Lipes. J am oow in my early eightics and am
sgmewhat crippled by neurppathy, one of the residuals of frosthite,
and it has been worsening owver the past couple of years. EBut suppoge
I had not been assligned vo escport the prischers to the rear at that
particular time, or Broun did net feel the peed to stop at the medics
a3 we passed by, or that the medical officer did not eee Fit w0 insist
that I remove my bogts for inepection? wWhat, theo sould be my condlibion

now?

Another ching that bothered me a little iz that I felt I was ooh-
sidered rather much of a goof offfgoof up to sooe degree. the Ccarry-
over from my lnitial lack cf preficiency Lln infantry matiers becau=ze,
as mentioned earlier, of abeence of baegic tralnlpg. Byt Lhal wasno'k
anblrely the only reasoo., I had always been apn vndisciplined youth,
and in the army this menifested jiself in my difficulty, in garrison
duty. often bLo perform my obligations properly and timely. I wolld
miss curfew then be put on restriction. The oext tire I would go to
town, regardless how hard I trlied to get back on Lime., T would again
mlies curfew. ERestrictlon again, ad aaqauseam.

One time, I believe it was near Lhe end of the Normendy campaign.
a4 group of us were talking akout ooe thing and andother when my name
wis brought up--wkile I was statding therel "You khnew. " oplpned one,
"Bowmatt may kbe a goof-up In the rear, but 1ln combat he's always there
whern we necd him." Otherg chuckled and o Ccouple made agreeing
remarke. Though zort of 2 left handed vompliment. I think T waz kind
OF glad ko hear it. BuY now, ainco I would be zent bo the rear in
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the midst of combat, I was coocerned they way think I vwag sgeln goof-
lbg @F?f, and this time in comeat. After all I was not bhik., 1 waa not
Glek, and I felt no pain. Ie fact, I felt great, and ¢ little ashamed
becawse of it that I was lying here.

After a etay of about a month at the Cherbourg hospltal, I wWas
ralegged to be retucrned for full duty. On my way barck, however. I
¥as, For scme reason, shunted to a deposition depot [oF somcthing like
that) where I was to be retained for several davs. There, I became
acguainted with anothor man, I'll call "James™ for convepniepce since I
den'i remember his name. He was & member of the '0B but from a dif-
frerent company. PBeitng detaiped thils close to Paris wasE juet too much
af & temptatcion for the both of us. Ly obsgryving the departure of
troops fand I aleo believe James was acguainted with oone of the dis-
patcherz), we somehow arrived at the approximate time that ve would be
due to leave--akoug two days or so0. Plenty of time to get to Paris and
back. The paovircon of that city was withio walking dilstance; so after
Follecull ond Worpning., we managed to talk cursclyves past the bored.
lackadalsicel guards at the gate. then wo were on the road to Paris.
We dldn't walk far kefore we were plcked up by a "6 by" full of esold-
ters and dumped off near the center of the bBig city. We wanderead
around for a ¥hile looking over the city and toward evening ended up
at the Famous Flgalle (called "FPig Alley" by the GI's for reasone that
should require mno explanation]. Here, we explored u few Lkars befobd
discoverlng one we conzidered worth lowoging io. Soon. we found it
preferable to split and made plans to meet the following afLernoon.
The following afterpnoon we arrived at the predetermined location and
headed back to the depof. I have no recollecticon at all of how we
managed Lo get back to the depot, but I do know that when we did get

back, it wias not much too eoco.

W had just settled down after ogur cecurn wheh We were called
into oae of those periodic foermatlong whereby the men would be assig-
ned Lo Lhe Lrucks that woeuld return Lhem to thelr wupits. They did rot
get far into Lhe assignments bhefore it became evident to James and me
that we had been caught. aAfter the formation had bBeen fdismissed and



eachh of the others went to theilr owo way, James and ] were escorted Lo
a headouarters where we ¥ere lnkerrocgated then left =standing as 0FFlc-
ious sugeriors paesed in and oub--ignoring or glowerlng at us as was
thelr wone. They then transferred ve to another headguartere where wo
were apain exposed $o the same humiliating indignltles. Flpally, I
gueas tiring of their little game, a coupie of KHOO"s. carrying orders
and other amincue-Jloocking docaments, escorted uwus to our trucks, handed
the material bo an NOQ sittiog in the <ab., and eebt VE on ouf way.-
fhether there wez anything in thoss documents pertalning to khe two

af us, I don't kpoew- I nmever heard apny more about onr little esca-
pade, and ! never again =aw Jamee Lo learn how he had fared,
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CENTHAL EURDEE

I arrived it 3uipper at my old unlt & couple of weeks or o after
they had arrived froem the Ardennes® campaign. The first thing that
caught my attention was the change in peracnnel. Certainly there were
a lot of the oclder trocopers arcund, but they seemed to be largely out-
humbered by men I had never =een befeore. To receive replacemcints
after campaigns was nothing new. But previgpusly, the groportlon of
the replacemnents to the radre was small. But oow, the situaklon was
different. WWany of the old-timers suffered from the effects of old
wvounde, old lnjurles, and old ailments, malaria perhaps being the most
common.  €pe that I knew well, for example, wag William "Rebel" Haynes
who suffered recurring boutz of Malaria and from the effects of sev-
eral wounde. I alsoc learned that many suffered warse than I from the
ravages of frostblte. Ia coaseguence, many of the oldsters were
returned Lo the States for mote lotensive and oxtensive Lreatment and
for plain ald reet and relaxatlicon.

The Bulge was our fFifth campalgn. and the first we entered
without jumplng. At Suippes, however, rescunding rumors circulated
that the next vperation, which would be very shortly, would be made by
parachubes=a Jublp acroes the BEhine. The high command. however, 5o we
vere told. anyway., hay bave felt bhat bhe "glory" needed to be spread
around, for it wazs the 17tk Alrhorpe that ended up gecting that "honor."
Many af the old-timera would agree with the loglc of the high-command.
But moving into combat as a "straight leg” certainly did not guarantee
thar the fighklng would e any cagler, as wo dlscovered at the Bulge;
and going to the Elbg Eiver and Central Europe, ae we wWere sHortly
ordered to do, 2 Rpril *45, by trucks was no easy estruggle.

Although much easier than some of our previows campaigns,
due largely. perhaps. %o the physical and psychological degener—
ation of the enemy. our campalgn into Central Ewrope wag atill not
without deprivation, fatigue, and casualties. Much of the latber
wers due Lo the drowvnings wbhich occurred during the river cross-—
ingg Ephf Elbe River) in which the troops had received little or no
training and had had no experience. Since T remember S0 little
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abouk the later campgigns, paradoxically, even less than I do ehe
garlier ones, | shall forego them, but from what I have later hearcd
and read, these operations began as the most disorganiged and botchod
operation in wwnich Qur divieion ever participated, and ended up keing
one of igs WOost sSuccessful. Our regiment: the 505th, bowever., was
never to be invelved in the river croseings.

On 26 Aprii we were lpaded on 40 and 8'e and takeh to the Huhr
Valley bto contaln any attempted breakeout of the Cormans from thelr
ever conetricting pocket into which they had bheen sgueezed. Sometime
after this., our advance continued virtually unoimpeded, the mo=st eer-
igug impediment to 1t belog the countleszss Cerman refugees seaking
eanctvary., and the dioves of German soi¢lers hande hoch carr¥ing white
flags seeking safety amopg iheir enemy.

Tronically. it was during this flnal phiase of the war, that some
of the men in our platoon, and sope of them vld-timers, came closest
to becoming KIA atatigtice than at any previows time in the war.

Since the war was about over, wo bocame careless; and the usuval preoc
cauticns were not fellewed. On this particular day. 2 heavy cold
drlzzle was falling =o several of uvs--frank Slianskls. Stanley Fot-
larte. Floyed Billing=ly, Zhelby & [rwin, myself, and & couple of
athers--huddled inside one of the large. brick plgpens ¢ commeon in
this area of Germany. Then suddenly, from seemingly ocut of nowhere, a
shell exploded on the roof sending debris and shrapnel upon ua. Then
another ghell hit, then arothor. and another. ... I don't Know bow
many hit; 2kl T recall wag that Frank and I =scrambled over cne helmet
¥ith some frolleness (believe it of not)]., each claiming it to be his.
Each time one of us got possession and attempted to put it om our
head, another blast would knock it away. &b the end of the bPattering.
we began searching for pur helmets. which had Dpeen scattered about.
and for wounds to ourselwves; not necegzarily in that crder. ({Inci-
dentally. helmets have straps to put under the chin to hold them in
pPlace during exploslions such as this., But in combat we were ordered
to fasten the strap bebind the back of the helmet since the bhlast from
the concuseionm getting under the helmet could gnap the neck if the



-

strap 15 placed where it wae designed to be. So, of vcourse, fte bet-
tetr to have helmets flying off your head when shells are expleding
around you than to risk having your neck broken. So why the strap???
Army traditions ¢1le hard.

Deepite the scare, the casvalties gulfered {rom our imprudeoge,
alcthough =zericus--all caseuwalties are--were not 85 eerious as feared of
aa bad a= they could hawve been gonsldering the number of shells that
fetl upon us. The one real tragedy wae that of Billingsly whe wam ly-
ing unconscioua in 4 pool of bilgod gomc distance From the building,
his shoulder severed right againat his body- He had evidently run
from the building when the early rounde lavded gnd was hit by shrapnet
from succeeding rounds. There was juet neo way for us to apply o tour-
nlguet, of course, or treat him ctherwige; he died shortly after the
medics arrived. Sllapnskis and Hoetlartz went to the aid etaticon But
raturned either that day or the next. Frank Sllanskls was to caricy a
emall ecar oo hie lip {ram the wound suffered here teo his grave over
fifty yeare later. Another man hit there at the Lime wae returned to

the Htates.

This shelling was done, we learned later., by a yeoung, angry Ger-
man maverick who had just happened upon a howitzer wund a cache of
ammo and could not reslst the temptation to wreck as much havoo as
possible on his hated enery. A Parthian shot so to Speak. We wore
taold that after hie apprehension he was dealt wilth guite sevorely.

The shelling et the piggen and the death of Eilllagsiy was the
last of the enemy fire of any severity that we Faced. mubsecuently,
we vere charged for a4 time wWith the tzak of frisking prisonerz and
caring For displaced persons. The war with Sermany ended 8 May 1945
while we werc at. I believe, Vielank, Germany. but there was no cele-
hration out of rezpecl for the men stlll fighting and dying inm the
Facific Theater of Cperatione. Several days 1ater we were =zepl to
Camp Chivaygo, Lacn, Fracce and arrived there in early June. There, we
whiled away our Lime playing poker, craps. reading, ete. while rumorcs
whirled absut that we would go 10 the Eacifi; to partlicipate in the

8%,
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invasion of Japan--that wo would not pass the [I.5., but would go
directly to the Pacific Theacer of Operations. Then: to owr relief,
we ledrned that Hiroshimo and then Nagasaki were hit by Artcomic bombs,
6 and 9 August respectively. Though hundreds of thousands of the
enemy would eventually dle from the efFfects of the wwo bombs, I do not
telieve any of the combat GI'g gave that a second thought since tha
atorles of the Bataan firath march and the other well-publicized atro-
rities committed by the Japanese were freah in their minds. After
all, coneider: most of these men had already participated in numerous
high-casvalty campaigns, Ec it wonld he [{mprobable that any would care
to further jeopardize their chances of Bwrvival by engaging in another
ohe rogardless of the ¢0s5t5 to brutal assassins. Coupled with this--—
the purported peace efforts of the Japanesce at the top echelon nob-
withstanding (the Lroops were: of Ccourse, wWholly unaware of the negot-
latlvnz anyvay)--wae the recognitiop ef the suicidal venaclty of the
Japanese soldlers as mapifested by their stubbeorn resistance in the
Fattles at Ckinaws . Tarawa, and other placves.

After the surrender of Jepan, 14 August 1945, we were zent to
different places, the cities of which., I no longer recall. I believe,
however, that it was at Epinal., France where bhe elements of the B2d
Hiwvision weke divided--the "high-poipters"” (the old-tilmers}) return-
ing to the States and the "low-pointers" {(the younger replacements;}
qoing on to Berlin to serve as Americats Guard of Honor.



